
Delhi : The Thirteenth Conference of
the Parties to the Convention on
Migratory Species kicked off in
Gandhinagar today in the presence of
senior government officials, environment
advocates, activists, researchers and bio-
diversity leaders from as many as 130
countries. Inaugurating the key UN
Summit via video conferencing Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modisaid that the
CMS COP13 is of particular significance
to India, which is known for its rich bio-
diversity and is one of the seven megadi-
verse countries in the world. “India has
four biodiversity hotspots – Eastern
Himalayas, Western Ghats, Indo
Myanmar landscape and Andaman and
Nicobar Islands and home to as many as
500 species of migratory birds from

across the globe”, said the Prime
Minister. The Prime Minister stressed
that his government is committed to
championing sustainable lifestyle, con-
servation and a green development
model. 
He further added that in India’s role as
the COP President in the next three years,
it will look at conserving the Central
Asian Flyway. To achieve this, India has
prepared a National Action Plan. He fur-
ther added that India is keen to facilitate
action plans of other countries in this
regard and aims at taking conservation to
a new paradigm with active cooperation
from all. As President, India shall also
look at strengthening cooperation with
ASEAN countries for Indo-Pacific activ-
ities and conservation of marine biodi-

versity. He also added that India has
launched the Marine Turtle Policy and
Marine Standing Policy to address pollu-
tion caused by micro-plastics in the
marine ecosystem. Other areas that will
be under focus include transboundary
cooperation, establishment of eco-devel-
opment committees etc.
The Conference kicks off ‘“Super Year
for Environment”, which will include a
UN Summit in September and culminate
in the UN Biodiversity Conference at the
end of 2020, when a new global biodiver-
sity strategy for the next decade will be
adopted - the Post-2020 Global
Biodiversity Framework. India today
assumed COP Presidency for the next
three years with a focus on Collaborative
Approach to tackle Biodiversity Issues. 

Delhi : The 8th edition of Global
Festival of Journalism, Noida 2020
commenced with great fervor at the
vicinity of Marwah Studios. The event
was graced by the presence of
President of Asian Education Group
Dr. Sandeep Marwah and dignitaries
notably like Ambassador of Slovenia,
Dr. Marjan Cencen, Ambassador of
Peru, Carlos Polo, Ambassador of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Muhammad
Cengic, Ambassador of Romania, Radu

Octavian Dobre, High Commissioner
of Ghana, Michael Aaron N. N.
Oquaye, Consulate General and advi-
sor to the Foreign Minister of Union Of
Comros, K.L. Ganju, Counsellor High
Comm. Lesotho, Mophethe Sekamane,
renowned journalist and writer,
Narayanan Madhavan, Member of
Prasar Bharti, Ashok Tandon, BJP
National Secretary, Tirath Singh Rawat
and film critic and journalist, Komal
Nahata The event started with the aus-

picious lamp lighting ceremony and
was followed by the inspirational
words of A.E.G President Dr. Sandeep
Marwah. He expressed his pleasure to
host the 8th edition of GFJN 2020 that
has grown over the years. 
This progressed to poster launch by

all the dignitaries. Ambassador of
Slovenia Dr. Marjan Cencen spoke
about the importance of being honest
and staying courageous and remain
committed to one's passion for journal-

ism. Adding on to this, the Ambassador
of Ghana advised the students to look
beyond the prejudices and think global-
ly and internationally. 
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ikfdLrkuh enjlksa esa Nk=ksa dks ikfdLrkuh QkSt dh 'kg ij vkradokn
dh f'k{kk nh tkrh gSA ;gka ls fudyus ds ckn bu Nk=ksa dks vkRe?kkrh

geykoj cuus dk çf'k{k.k fn;k tkrk gS
vkSj Hkst fn;k tkrk gS d'ehj vkSj dkcqy
esa vkrad epkus ds fy,A

ikfdLrku esa yxkrkj ekuokf/kdkjksa dk
guu gks jgk gSA vYila[;dksa dk rks
ikfdLrku us thuk gh nq'okj dj j[kk gS
tc rc ogka fganqvksa] fl[kksa vkSj bZlkb;ksa
ij rjg&rjg ds vR;kpkj dh [kcjsa vkrh
gh jgrh gSaA ;gh ugha cywfpLrku esa tks
vR;kpkj gks jgs gSa og Hkh fdlh ls fNis
ugha gSaA ;gh ugha ikfdLrku esa djhc 3

djksM+ dh vkcknh okys i'rwu leqnk; ij gksus okys vR;kpkj vktdy
nqfu;k Hkj esa lqf[kZ;ka ik jgs gSaA bu i'rwuh dck;fy;ksa dk ujlagkj
djrh vk jgh ikfdLrkuh lsuk us vius gh yksxksa dk thuk eqf'dy dj
j[kk gSA fiNys dkQh le; ls i'rwu yksxksa ds lkFk vR;kpkj] mUgsa
xk;c dj nsus vkSj muds lkFk cqjs crkZo dh [kcjsa vke jgh gSaA vc
i'rwuh usrk eatwj i'rhu dk ekeyk gh nsf[k;s] i'rhu ekuokf/kdkj
dk;ZdrkZ gSa vkSj i'rwuksa ds vf/kdkjksa ds fy, eq[kj jgrs gSa vkSj i'rwuksa
ds çfr ikfdLrku dh neudkjh ljdkjh uhfr ds f[kykQ vkokt cqyan
djrs jgrs gSaA ikfdLrku us vc bu eatwj i'rhu dks dfFkr rkSj ij
"kMîa= jpus rFkk jktæksg ds vkjksi esa fxj¶rkj dj fy;k gS ftlls
ikfdLrku ds dck;yh bykds esa rks tksjnkj fojks/k çn'kZu ns[kus dks
fey gh jgs gSa lkFk gh fons'kksa esa Hkh tgk¡&tgk¡ i'rwu jgrs gSa] og yksx
ogk¡&ogk¡ dh jkt/kkfu;ksa esa ikfdLrkuh nwrkokl ds ckgj fojks/k çn'kZu
dj jgs gSaA fiNys lIrkg yanu vkSj isfjl esa blh rjg ds çn'kZu ns[kus
dks feysA

ikfdLrkuh lsuk us rkfyckuh vkradokfn;ksa dh enn ls 70 gtkj
i'rwuksa dk dRysvke djok;k vkSj 90 gtkj ?kjksa dks cckZn dj fn;k
ysfdu fdlh ds dkuksa ij tw¡ ugha jsaxhA ikfdLrku ds enjlksa esa ftrus
yksx i<+us vkrs gSa mu lHkh dks ikfdLrkuh QkSt dh 'kg ij vkradokn
dh f'k{kk nh tkrh gSA ;gka ls fudyus ds ckn bu Nk=ksa dks vkRe?kkrh
geykoj cuus dk çf'k{k.k fn;k tkrk gS vkSj Hkst fn;k tkrk gS d'ehj
vkSj dkcqy esa vkrad epkus ds fy,A

ikfdLrku esa tc rc i'rwuh yksx yk[kksa dh la[;k esa ,df=r gksdj
ljdkj ds f[kykQ çn'kZu djrs jgrs gSa vkSj xk;c fd;s x;s i'rwuh
yksxksa ds ckjs esa loky djrs jgrs gSaA i'rwuh yksx ikfdLrku ds lkFk
fdruh Hkh etcwrh ls [kM+s jgsa ysfdu ogka dh ljdkj bUgsa xíkj ekurh
gS vkSj mlh rjg dk O;ogkj djrh gS vkSj la?k ç'kkflr dck;yh
bykds ftls QkVk Hkh dgk tkrk gS] esa vdlj dQZ~;w yxk jgrk gSA
bl bykds esa Ldwy] d‚yst vkSj vLirky cukus dh ckr rks NksM+
nhft;s cspkjs yksxksa ds ?kj&ckj rksM+ fn;s tkrs gSa] muds lkeku ij
dCtk dj fy;k tkrk gS vkSj mUgsa lM+dksa ij thou fcrkus ds fy,
NksM+ fn;k tkrk gSA D;k la;qä jk"Vª ;k vU; fdlh dk /;ku ikfdLrku
esa yxkrkj gks jgs bu ekuokf/kdkj guu dh vksj tk;sxk \ D;k 70
lkyksa ls vius gh ns'k esa nwljs ntsZ ds ukxfjd dh rjg O;ogkj >sy
jgs yksxksa dh leL;kvksa dk gy fudy ik;sxk \

lEikndh;

fofiu xkSM+

larks"k ikBd 
lgh ek;uksa esa dgk tk, rks

Hkkjrh; turk ikVhZ ds mxz jk"Vªokn
dk tokc fnYyh ds eq[;ea=h
vjfoan dstjhoky us vius la;fer
jk"Vªokn ls fn;k] gkMZdksj fgUnqRo
dk tokc l‚¶V fgUnqRo ls fn;k
vkSj urhtk ge lcds lkeus gSA

fnYyh dh turk us ,d ckj
fQj ls cksy gh fn;k yxs jgks
dstjhoky----çpaM cgqer ds lkFk
vjfoan dstjhoky yxkrkj rhljh
ckj fnYyh ds eq[;ea=h cuus tk jgs
gSaA blh ds lkFk mUgksaus fnYyh esa
yxkrkj rhu ckj eq[;ea=h cuus ds
'khyk nhf{kr ds fjd‚MZ dh cjkcjh
rks dj gh yh gS ysfdu lkFk gh vc
dstjhoky ns'k ds mu fxus&pqus
usrkvksa dh fyLV esa Hkh 'kkfey gks
x, gSa ftUgsa yxkrkj rhu ckj
eq[;ea=h cuus dk vk'khokZn turk
us fn;k gSA

vkf[kj bl cM+h thr ds ek;us
D;k gSa \ dstjhoky dh cM+h thr
ls D;k cnyus tk jgk gS \ D;k
okdbZ dstjhoky dh ;g thr ujsaæ
eksnh vkSj vfer 'kkg dh tksM+h dh
gkj gS \ lcls igys ckr djrs gSa
dstjhoky dh thr ijA blesa dksbZ
'kd ugha fd ;g thr ,sfrgkfld
gSA bruh ,sfrgkfld fd 2015 ds
eqdkcys esa 5 lhVsa de gksus ds
ckotwn fojksf/k;ksa ds ikl cksyus ds
fy, rdZ ugha gSA ;g thr bruh
,sfrgkfld gS fd ,d ckj fQj ls
dstjhoky ds leFkZd mUgsa jk"Vªh;
Lrj ij ujsaæ eksnh ds f[kykQ [kM+k
djus dk liuk ns[kus yxs gSaA
ysfdu lgh ek;uksa esa ;g thr
blls Hkh cM+h gSA

cM+h thr ds ckn [kqn vjfoan
dstjhoky us D;k dgk] D;k fd;k--
vkidks ,d ckj fQj ls og ;kn
fnyk nsrs gSaA oans&ekrje] badykc
ftankckn] Hkkjr ekrk dh t;A
fnYyhokyksa vkius deky dj fn;kA
vkbZ yo ;w---;s Fks thr ds ckn ikVhZ
dk;kZy; esa dk;ZdrkZvksa dks lacksf/kr
djrs gq, dstjhoky ds 'kCnA

gdhdr esa igys ds rhu ukjksa us
gh fnYyh esa Hkktik dh gkj dh
iVdFkk fy[k nh FkhA gkykafd ;g
Hkh ,d lPpkbZ gS fd vkanksyu ds
le; ls gh vUuk&vjfoan ds eap
ij ;g ukjs xwatk djrs Fks ysfdu
dqN chtsih dk d‚ihjkbV dfg;s ;k
vkØked çpkj---;s rhuksa ukjs chtsih
ds i;kZ;okph cu pqds FksA vU;
fojks/kh nyksa us Hkh bu ukjksa ls
ijgst dj ;g LFkkfir djus esa
egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkbZ Fkh fd ns'k
esa fgUnqvksa vkSj fganqRo dh ckr djus
okyh] jk"Vªoknh ,tsaMs ij pyus
okyh flQZ ,d gh ikVhZ gS&
HkktikA dstjhoky us bl feFkd
dks gh rksM+us dk ç;kl fd;kA
pquko ls igys guqeku pkyhlk
lqukdj] guqeku eafnj tkdj vkSj
'kkghu ckx ls nwjh cukdjA ,d
lksph&le>h j.kuhfr ds rgr
dstjhoky us fganqRo ds cz‚UM
vkbZd‚u cu pqds ujsaæ eksnh ij Hkh
jktuhfrd geyk djus ls iwjh rjg
ijgst fd;kA

ujsaæ eksnh] vfer 'kkg] tsih

uìk] ;ksxh vkfnR;ukFk] eukst
frokjh] ços'k oekZ vkSj dfiy feJk
lfgr Hkktik ds reke fnXxtksa ds
yxkrkj mdlkus ds ckotwn vjfoan
dstjhoky us 'kkghu ckx] ukxfj-
drk dkuwu tSls fooknkLin eqíksa ij
ges'kk larqfyr fVIi.kh dhA lgh
ek;uksa esa dgk tk, rks Hkktik ds
mxz jk"Vªokn dk tokc dstjhoky
us vius la;fer jk"Vªokn ls fn;k]
gkMZdksj fgUnqRo dk tokc l‚¶V
fgUnqRo ls fn;k vkSj urhtk ge
lcds lkeus gSA

bl thr ds fy, vjfoan
dstjhoky us iwjh rjg ls vius
vkidks cny fn;kA 2020 dk
vjfoan dstjhoky 2014 ;k 2015
ds vjfoan dstjhoky ls iwjh rjg
vyx utj vk;kA vkt ls 5&6
lky igys gj ckr ij ujsaæ eksnh
ij fu'kkuk lk/kus okys] Hkktik
usrkvksa ds mdlkus ij rqjar c;ku
nsus okys ;k V~ohV djus okys Hkkoqd
dstjhoky dh ctk; bl ckj ,d
u;s gh dstjhoky pquko yM+rs utj
vk,A ;g dstjhoky igys dh rjg
ftíh rks Fks ysfdu ckr&ckr ij
>Yykrs ugha Fks] xqLlk ugha djrs
FksA eqf'dy lokyksa dk tokc igys
dh rjg fp<+dj nsus dh ctk;
eqLdqjk dj Vkyrs utj vkrs FksA
bl iwjs pquko çpkj vfHk;ku esa
dstjhoky us ,d ckj Hkh lh/ks eksnh
ij fu'kkuk ugha lk/kkA

Hkktik dh reke dksf'k'kksa ds
ckotwn dstjhoky ckj&ckj
yxkrkj vius dkeksa vkSj Hkfo"; ds
pqukoh ok;nksa dks gh fxukrs utj
vk,A Hkktik ds uxj fuxe ds
dkedkt ij loky [kM+s djrs
utj vk,A Hkktik dh lcls
detksj ul ;kfu eq[;ea=h in dk
mEehnokj ?kksf"kr u dj ikus ij
geyk djrs utj vk,A bu lcds
chp oks ckj&ckj vius vkidks
fgUnw dstjhoky vkSj jk"Vªoknh
dstjhoky lkfcr djrs Hkh fn[kkbZ
fn, vkSj ;gha ls mUgksaus Hkktik dh
gkj dh iVdFkk fy[k nhA

ysfdu D;k ;g okdbZ Hkktik
dh gkj gSA ujsaæ eksnh vkSj vfer
'kkg dh tksM+h dh ijkt; gS \
jktuhfrd p'es ls ns[kk tk, rks
blesa dksbZ nks jk; ugha gS fd
vjfoan dstjhoky eksnh&'kkg dh
tksM+h dks gjk dj gh fnYyh esa
rhljh ckj ljdkj cukus tk jgs gSa
ysfdu la?k ds utfj;s ls ns[kk
tk, rks bl gkj esa Hkh thr fNih
gqbZ gSA Hkktik us bl ns'k ds
pqukoh ifj–'; dks rks cny gh
fn;k gSA ,d tekus esa Hkkjrh;
jktusrk eafnj tkus] fganw vkSj
fganqRo dh ckr djus ls Mjk djrs
FksA ;gh usrk [kqydj cs'kehZ dh
gn rd eqfLye Vksih igu dj
mUgsa yqHkkus dh dksf'k'k djrs utj
vkrs Fks ysfdu 2020 ds fnYyh
fo/kkulHkk pquko us bl Mj dks
[kRe dj fn;k gSA bl pquko us
;g Hkh LFkkfir dj fn;k gS fd
vki eafnj tkdj Hkh] guqeku pkyh-
lk i<+dj Hkh lsD;qyj usrk cus jg
ldrs gSaA eqlyekuksa dk oksV ik
ldrs gSaA

;g Hkh fcYdqy lkQ gS fd
vkus okys fnuksa esa dstjhoky ns'k
ds vU; jkT;ksa ds eq[;eaf=;ksa ds
fy, ,d jksy e‚My Hkh cuus tk
jgs gSaA if'pe caxky dh eq[;ea=h
eerk cuthZ gksa ;k egkjk"Vª ds
eq[;ea=h m)o Bkdjs ;k fQj
>kj[kaM ds uo fuokZfpr eq[;ea=h
gsear lksjsu---;s lHkh vc dstjhoky
LVkby v‚Q i‚fyfVDl dks le>us
dh dksf'k'k dj jgs gSaA vius jkT;
esa dke djks] turk dks yqHkkus ds
fy, dqN cM+h ;kstukvksa dks ykxw
djksA fganqvksa dh ckr djus ls
ijgst er djksA eafnj
tkvks&iwtk&vpZuk djrs fn[kkbZ
nksA ns'k ds fgr dh ckr djks]
ikfdLrku dks ges'kk xkyh nks vkSj
lcls cM+h ckr czkaM ujsaæ eksnh ij
geyk er djksA fuf'pr rkSj ij
ge vkus okys fnuksa esa vc vU;
pqukoh jkT;ksa ds eq[;eaf=;ksa dks Hkh
blh jkLrs ij pyrs gq, ns[ksaxsA
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dstjhoky dh thr ds ek;us D;k gSa \ D;k
okdbZ eksnh&'kkg dh tksM+h gkj x;h gS \

vkf[kj bl cM+h thr ds ek;us D;k gSa \ dstjhoky dh cM+h
thr ls D;k cnyus tk jgk gS\ D;k okdbZ dstjhoky dh ;g
thr ujsaæ eksnh vkSj vfer 'kkg dh tksM+h dh gkj gS\ lcls
igys ckr djrs gSa dstjhoky dh thr ijA blesa dksbZ 'kd
ugha fd ;g thr ,sfrgkfld gSA bruh ,sfrgkfld fd 2015
ds eqdkcys esa 5 lhVsa de gksus ds ckotwn fojksf/k;ksa ds ikl
cksyus ds fy, rdZ ugha gSA ;g thr bruh ,sfrgkfld gS fd
,d ckj fQj ls dstjhoky ds leFkZd mUgsa jk"Vªh; Lrj ij
ujsaæ eksnh ds f[kykQ [kM+k djus dk liuk ns[kus yxs gSaA
ysfdu lgh ek;uksa esa ;g thr blls Hkh cM+h gSA

i'rwuksa ij vR;kpkj ds
f[kykQ vkokt mBk,  nqfu;k
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Politics and
crime in India are
so intimately knot-
ted that the phrase
‘politicians with no
criminal records’
might come across
as an oxymoron.

During 2019, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) released its list of 184
candidates out of contenders among
which 35( 19 per cent) of the total had
declared criminal cases against them-
selves in 2014, according to
myna.info, a website that analyses the
self-sworn affidavits of the candidates
who are in the fray in the Lok Sabha
polls. These 35 BJP candidates with
criminal records are also among the
78 candidates who have been re-nom-
inated during this Lok Sabha as well.
News18.com could not analyse other
106 candidates because they haven’t
yet filed their nomination papers
along with self-sworn affidavits that
show the number of criminal cases
registered against a candidate, if any.

The Apex court says that they
must also explain why the candidates
were chosen. Now the Supreme Court
has put political parties on a tight
leash by ordering them to publish the
criminal history of their candidates
for Assembly and Lok Sabha polls
along with reasons that goaded them
to choose those with criminal
antecedents over decent people within
48 hours of the selection of the candi-

dates. A Bench led by Justices
Rohinton F. Nariman ordered political
parties to publish the criminal
antecedents of their candidates in
local and national newspapers and on
their social media handles. Following
this, the parties would have to file
compliance reports with the Election
Commission of India (ECI) or face
contempt action. The judgement sig-
nified the court’s alarm over the
unimpeded rise in the accommodation
of criminals often facing heinous
charges like rape and murder, in the
political arena. It is based on a propo-
sition made by the ECI to ask parties
not to give tickets to persons with
criminal antecedents for contesting
elections. The ECI has said that 46
per cent of members of Parliament
have criminal records. The Supreme
Court’s long strings of judgements
against criminalisation of politics
have hardly scratched the surface of
the deep rot. Justice Nariman, speak-
ing for the Bench in the judgment,
said a move to steer politics away
from the denizens of the criminal
world would definitely serve national
and public interest. Thursday’s ver-
dict is sourced from a contempt peti-
tion filed by advocate Ashwini
Upadhyay who sought action against
the authorities and parties for not
complying fully with a September
2018 judgement by a Constitution
Bench that had directed parties to
publish online the pending criminal
cases of their election candidates.

The 2018 judgement had urged

Parliament to bring a “strong law” to
cleanse parties of leaders facing trial
for serious crimes. Two years ago, a
five-judge Bench led by the then
Chief Justice Dipak Misra had con-
cluded that rapid criminalisation of
politics could not be stopped by mere-
ly disqualifying tainted legislators but
should begin by “cleansing” political
parties. It had even then issued guide-
lines, including that both the candi-
date and the party should declare the
criminal antecedents of the former in
widely circulated newspapers. The
number of candidates with criminal
cases registered against them, howev-
er, is expected to rise once the remain-
ing 106 new candidates file their
nominations. According to the myne-
ta.info, the candidate who had the
highest number of criminal cases filed
against him till 2014 was Hansraj
Gangaram Ahir from Maharashtra’s
Chandrapur constituency. There were
a total of 11 criminal cases filed
against him till the last Lok Sabha
elections. Ahir is a member of the
16th Lok Sabha and currently serves
as the MoS Home Affairs. Following
him is Pratap Sarangi from Odisha’s
Balasore. Sarangi had ten criminal
cases filed against him. Interestingly,
among other BJP candidates with
criminal charges, the current Minister
for Road Transport and Highways,
Shipping and Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation, Nitin Gadkari, also fea-
tures in the list. Gadkari, till 2014,
had five criminal cases filed against

him. Other notable mention is Sakshi
Maharaj. He had thirty four criminal
cases filed against him till 2014. In
2014, Association for Democratic
Reforms’ (ADR), analysed the self-
sworn affidavits of 542 of 543 win-
ners in the 2014 Lok Sabha elections
and found that BJP led the chart with
as many as 98 winning candidates (35
per cent) out of total 282 who back
then were facing criminal charges.
Eight out of a total of 44 candidates of
the Congress were facing criminal
charges. The study also found that a
candidate with a criminal background
was almost twice more likely to win
than a candidate with no criminal
background. 

The winning chances of a candi-
date with criminal background were
13 per cent while those of a candidate
with no criminal background were 5
per cent. Out of the 539 winners
analysed in Lok Sabha 2019, 233
MPs had declared criminal cases
against themselves. This is an
increase of 44 per cent in the number
of MPs with declared criminal cases
since 2009. The 17th Lok Sabha will
have close to half of its new MPs with
declared criminal cases. The chances
of winning for a candidate with
declared criminal cases in the Lok
Sabha 2019 are 15.5 per cent whereas
for a candidate with a clean back-
ground is 4.7 per cent. This is due to
the fact that the 17th Lok Sabha will
have close to half of its new Members
of Parliament (MPs) with declared
criminal cases.

BJP has closed its account
in Delhi by garnering only 8
seats.This figure when com-
pared to what Amit Shah had
said that the party would clock
45 seats. Had BJP won even
25 seats, Shah would have
been congratulated non-stop
by all his ‘admirers’.  But, hav-
ing bagged votes in a single
digit, would his ‘admirers’
make him understand that his
strategy of deploying 200
MPs, a host of union ministers
and a few CMS of BJP-ruled
states failed miserably?

Where is the accountabili-
ty in BJP? It is a rejection of
Modi as well by the Delhi vot-
ers. He addressed 2 rallies.
Amit Shah held 47 election
meetings that included 35 ral-
lies and 9 road shows. Besides,
JP Nadda took part in around
40 meetings and road shows.
All these massive campaign-
ing efforts were unleashed to
demolish the political stakes of
one single person- Arvind
Kejriwal. Those who jumped
into BJP activism, courtesy
their attraction towards Modi,
are mostly the ones today to
denigrate Kejriwal’s immacu-
late accomplishment that
shines big and colourful today.
It is not just the defeat of Delhi

alone that should worry the
BJP today.  The defeat in Delhi
is only part of the continuing
loosening of the hold of BJP in
the states of the country.  The
Modi-Shah combine worked
wonders till recently.  It
worked well in the National
elections 2019 also. In 2014,
Modi became the single tallest
leader in the entire Indian
political landscape. People
were disgusted with the
Congress, and came Modi to
push the Congress out and take
its place. 

People eagerly welcomed
it. In the 2019 national elec-
tions, there was no clear alter-
native to Modi in any of the
opposition parties. So, Modi
came back again buoyed by
the There is No Alternative
(TINA) factor.  But people
clearly knew that Modi won’t
run the state governments and
it would be better to settle
down with a regional party.
This trend made the BJP either
lose elections in quite a few
states or pass the muster with a
thin margin of seats.  OK, it is
almost done and dusted.  AAP
is going to rule Delhi again
and BJP has lost one more
election, and that too Delhi,
which is prestigious on many

counts. All those accusations
of Arvind Kejriwal having
bribed the voters with freebies
are nonsense.  It is only the tax
collected that are spent on
freebies. The accusers are
selective in their criticism
going by the fact that the big
money allocation made and
spent on the Education sector
by the AAP Govt is not even
looked at positively.  

Time it is, the BJP went in
for a makeover before it
becomes stale and the top
leaders start losing respect
among the activists and eager
supporters.  The Modi-Shah
combine is cracking.  Reasons
can be many. Foremost is the
job of bringing in some big
person as the party president
someone, who can command
respect by his or her own
stature and not another Modi-
tagged one.  The party and the
govt. should have a line of
control between each other.
Today, the govt. is the party
and the party is the govt.  This
has resulted in serious myopia.
BJP needs to be saved from
further disaster. Rampant
infighting and bad selection of
candidates cost the BJP dear.
For example, Kapil Mishra’s
area of influence is Karawal

Nagar but he was fielded from
Model Town. Tajinder Bagga
was fielded from Hari Nagar
instead of Tilak Nagar. Both
lost. Also, known faces of the
BJP such as Vijay Goel,
Parvesh Verma and Manoj
Tiwari appear to be fighting
for one upmanship within the
organisation. On the contrary,
the AAP put up a united fight.
Delhi voted for the BJP in all
three municipal corporations
in 2017. Three years later, they
have hardly anything to show
for themselves. 

Non-payment of salaries,
illegal constructions, garbage
and sewer blocks dented the
image of BJP-run municipali-
ties. Allegations of corruption
and non-accessibility against
councillors and officials didn’t
do any good either. 

Overall, there was disen-
chantment against the MCDs
to which the AAP cashed in.
Kejriwal & company warned
voters that Delhi will face the
same fate if the BJP comes to
power. Further, the BJP relied
heavily on national leaders to
drive home its campaign. At a
time when Arvind Kejriwal
has firmly etched himself as
the vikas purush of Delhi, the
BJP was unable to find a wor-
thy challenger. The saffron
party could neither project a
CM face, nor dent Kejriwal’s
clean image. The BJP roped in

Union ministers and political
heavyweights which sent a
wrong message to voters who
perceived it as “imported lead-
ership”. Kejriwal stood strong
as the undisputed ‘badshah’ of
Delhi. 

The BJP focused more on
Ram Mandir, Article 370,
triple talaq, etc. which failed to
resonate with voters electing
leaders on local issues such as
health, education, housing and
roads, to name a few. The BJP
hardly campaigned on what it
intends to provide for residents
of Delhi if elected to power.
On the other hand, the AAP
sought votes on the basis of
development and the work it
did in the sec tors of health and
education, which was there for
people to see. 

Shaheen Bagh dominated
the BJP’s campaign. With
provocative slogans ringing
out from BJP’s meetings and
rallies, its campaign was most-
ly perceived to be based on
communal polarisation. From
“goli maaro…” to biryani jibes
at Shaheen Bagh protesters
and opposition leaders and
calling Kejriwal a terrorist, the
BJP’s campaign had very little
to offer on the development
front. On the contrary, AAP
focused on local issues and
local connect and refrained
from using foul language. And
there lies the real success.

Our Parliament is the biggest converging point of criminals in India

BJP’s no show in Delhi



fcuksn dqekj flag
fnYyh ds eq[;ea=h ds rkSj ij vjfoan

dstjhoky us yxkrkj rhljh ckj 'kiFk yhA
bl nkSjku fnYyh ds jke yhyk eSnku esa
gtkjksa dh HkhM+ meM+h gqbZ FkhA dstjhoky ds
lkFk&lkFk ikVhZ ds Ng usrkvksa us Hkh 'kiFk
fy;k tks fd muds eaf=eaMy dk fgLlk gksaxsA
vkb, muds ckjs esa tkurs gSaA iViM+xat ls
fo/kk;d euh"k fllksfn;k us in ,oa
xksiuh;rk dh 'kiFk yhA fllksfn;k vjfoan
dstjhoky ds jkbV gSaM dgs tkrs gSaA f'k{kk
ds vykok] fllksfn;k us dyk] laL—fr vkSj
Hkk"kkvksa ds lkFk&lkFk foÙk] ;kstuk] i;ZVu]
Hkwfe vkSj Hkou] lrdZrk] lsok] efgyk vkSj
cky fodkl ds fy, egRoiw.kZ foHkkxksa dh
ftEesnkjh laHkkyh gSA

lR;saæ tSu
'kdwj cLrh ls vki fo/kk;d lR;saæ tSu

us ea=h in dh 'kiFk yhA tSu dks vius igys
dk;Zdky esa vki ds varjjk"Vªh; Lrj ij
ekU;rk çkIr eksgYyk Dyhfud dk;ZØe dk
Js; fn;k tkrk gSA  lR;saæ tSu ds ikl
LokLF;] m|ksx] fctyh] lkoZtfud fuekZ.k
foHkkx] x`g vkSj 'kgjh fodkl ds foHkkxksa dks
cuk, j[kus dh laHkkouk gSA

xksiky jk;
ckcjiqj ls vki ds fo/kk;d vkSj vke

vkneh ikVhZ ds laLFkkid lnL; xksiky jk;
us in ,oa xksiuh;rk dh 'kiFk yhA xksiky
jk; us vkktnh ds 'kghnksa ds uke ij 'kiFk
yhA  fiNyh ljdkj esa xksiky jk; ds ikl
lkekU; ç'kklu foHkkx] flapkbZ vkSj ck<+

fu;a=.k vkSj Je dk çHkkj laHkkyus ds vykok
xzkeh.k fodkl foHkkx FkkA  xksiky jk; vke
vkneh ikVhZ dh fnYyh jkT; bdkbZ ds
la;kstd Hkh gSaA

bejku gqlSu
bejku gqlSu us fnYyh ds ea=h in vkSj

xksiuh;rk dh 'kiFk yhA bejku us igys
vYykg vkSj fQj bZ'oj dh 'kiFk yhA
bejku gqlSu 2015 vkSj 2020 esa cYyhekju
ls fo/kk;d jgs gSaA dstjhoky ljdkj esa
bejku vYila[;d dksVs ls ea=h gSaA 2015 ds
vkf[kjh esa bejku dks ifjogu ea=h cuk;k
x;k FkkA bejku us chtsih çR;k'kh dks 36]172
oksVksa ls gjk;kA 

jktsaæ iky xkSre
lhekiqjh ls vki fo/kk;d jktsaæ iky

xkSre us rFkkxr cq) dh 'kiFk yhA jktsaæ
iky tks fd 2014 esa vke vkneh ikVhZ esa
'kkfey gq,] vki dh jk"Vªh; dk;Zdkfj.kh dk
lnL; Hkh gSaA  2015 vkSj 2020 esa lhekiqjh
ls fo/kk;d cusA t; Hkhe eq[;ea=h fodkl
ifj;kstuk dks ysdj ppkZ esa jgsA og ,llh
vkSj ,lVh] xq#}kjk pquko] ty vkSj lgdkjh
lfefr;ksa ds jftLVªkj ds lkFk lekt dY;k.k
foHkkx ds çHkkjh FksA 

dSyk'k xgyksr 
utQx<+ ls vki ds fo/kk;d dSyk'k

xgyksr us Hkh in ,oa xksiuh;rk dh 'kiFk
yhA xgyksr ifjogu] jktLo] dkuwu] U;k;
vkSj fo/kk;h ekeyksa] lwpuk vkSj çkS|ksfxdh
vkSj ç'kklfud lq/kkj ds foHkkxksa dh ns[kHkky
djrs FksA
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fV~oVj ij iQkWyks djsa
@vipingaurnai

u;h fnYyhA tkfe;k leUo;u
lfefr ¼tslhlh½ us fiNys lky 15
fnlacj dks fo'ofo|ky; dh ykbczsjh
esa Nk=ksa ij ykBhpktZ dj jgs
vnZ~/klSfud cy vkSj iqfyl ds
dfeZ;ksa dk lhlhVhoh QqVst tkjh
fd;k gSA bl leUo;u lfefr esa
tkfe;k fefYy;k bLykfe;k ds Nk=
vkSj iwoZ Nk= 'kkfey gSaA fo'ks"k
iqfyl vk;qä ¼[kqfQ;k foHkkx½ çohj
jatu us dgk fd ;g ohfM;ks iqfyl
ds laKku esa vk;k gS vkSj os tkjh
tkap çfØ;k ds rgr bldh Hkh tkap
djsaxsA 
bl 48 lsdsaM ds ohfM;ks esa
vnZ~/klSfud cy vkSj iqfyl ds dqN
dehZ lkr ls vkB dehZ vksYM
jhfMax g‚y esa ços'k djrs vkSj Nk=ksa
dks ykBh ls ihVrs gq, fn[k jgs gSaA
tslhlh us jfookj rM+ds ;g ohfM;ks
tkjh fd;kA fo'ofo|ky; 15
tuojh dks ml oä ;q){ks= esa
rCnhy gks x;k Fkk tc iqfyl

ifjlj ds Hkhrj mu ckgjh yksxksa dks
ryk'k djus ds fy, ?kqlh ftUgksaus
la'kksf/kr ukxfjdrk dkuwu ¼lh,,½
ds f[kykQ çn'kZu ds nkSjku
'kS{kf.kd laLFkku ls dqN nwjh ij

fgalk vkSj vkxtuh dh FkhA 
ykbczsjh esa Nk=ksa ij dh xbZ dfFkr
dkjZokbZ ds fy, iqfyl dks
tukØks'k dk lkeuk djuk iM+k
FkkA

ubZ fnYyh% çns'k dkaxzsl ds
fuorZeku v/;{k lqHkk"k pksiM+k us iwoZ
eq[;ea=h 'khyk nhf{kr dks ,d lQy
jktusrk vkSj dq'ky ç'kkld crk;k
gSA mudk dguk gS fd fnYyh esa
dkaxzsl dks [kM+k gh 'khyk us fd;k FkkA
1998 esa tc mUgksaus çns'k v/;{k dh
deku laHkkyh rks mlds ckn yxkrkj
ikVhZ dk xzkQ c<+rk gh x;kA yxkrkj
rhu ckj fnYyh esa dkaxzsl dh ljdkj
Hkh cuhA blfy, mUgsa fnYyh esa ikVhZ
dh gkj ds fy, drbZ ftEesnkj ugha
Bgjk;k tk ldrkA bl rjg dk
dksbZ Hkh c;ku fcYdqy cnkZ'r ugha
fd;k tk ldrkA pksiM+k us dgk fd
Hkys gh 'khyk nhf{kr vc gekjs chp
u jgh gksa] ysfdu ikVhZ us ;g
fo/kkulHkk pquko Hkh mUgha ds uke vkSj
dke ij yM+k FkkA vxj ;g dgk
tk, fd vkt Hkh fnYyh esa 'khyk
nhf{kr ,oa dkaxzsl ,d nwljs ds iwjd
gSa rks xyr ugha gksxkA pksiM+k us dgk

fd 'khyk nhf{kr us fnYyh ds fy, tks
fd;k gS] mls u dsoy dkaxzslh cfYd
foi{kh nyksa ds usrk Hkh Lohdkj djrs
gSaA ;gh otg gS fd muds fu/ku ij
ns'k ds ç/kkuea=h ujsaæ eksnh lfgr gj
NksVs& cM+s ny ds çeq[k usrk us mUgsa
viuh J)katfy nhA çns'k v/;{k us
;g Hkh dgk fd 2013 esa dkaxzsl dk
oksV cSad vke vkneh ikVhZ ds [kkrs esa
'khyk nhf{kr dh otg ls ugha cfYd
vUuk vkanksyu ds dkj.k f[kldk FkkA
bl fo/kkulHkk pquko esa Hkh dkaxzsl dh
gkj ds ,d ugha cfYd dbZ dkj.k gSaA
buesa Hkktik }kjk 'kkghu ckx ds uke
ij oksVksa dk /#ohdj.k djuk vkSj
vke vkneh ikVhZ ljdkj dh vksj ls
foKkiuksa dh ;kstukvksa esa fnYyh dh
turk dks my>kuk Hkh çeq[k gSaA
pksiM+k dgrs gSa fd oSls Hkh pquko esa
gkj vkSj thr fdlh ,d dh otg ls
ugha] lkewfgd ç;klksa dk urhtk gksrh
gSA 

15 fnlacj dk ohfM;ks tkjh] MaMs cjlk jgh fnYyh iqfyl

dstjhoky dSfcusV 3-0] bejku us vYykg
rks xkSre us yh cqº ds uke dh 'kiFk

Hkkjrh; miegk}hi dse'gwj ys[kd] 'kk;j vkSj
i=dkj QSt vgen QSt dh t;arh ij eqacbZ
çsl Dyc esa vk;ksftr ',d 'kke&QSt ds uke'
dk;ZØe esa e'gwj yksdxhr ,oa xty xkf;dk
MkW- ekyfodk gfjvkse us lek ck¡/k fn;kA
tokgjyky usg: ;wfuoflZVh ls i<+h vkSj [k ़qn
Hkh tuoknh fopkjksa dh efgyk MkW- ekyfodk
gfjvkse us QSt vgen QSt lkgc dks ,d
çxfr'khy ys[kd vkSj 'kk;j ds :i esa ;kn
djrs gq;s dgk dh efgykvksa dks ysdj QSt
lkgc dh tks lksp vkSj fpark mudh xtyksa esa
fn[kkbZ nsrh gS ogh ge efgykvksa dks muds
xty f'kYi ds djhc ykrh gSA
MkW- ekyfodk gfjvkse us dgk fd QSt dh
[k ़wclwjr dke;kch bl ckr esa gS fd oks flQZ
ekSgCcr rd ugha c¡/ks jg x;s cfYd mudh
'kk;jh bady़kc rd igq¡prh gSA
mlh 'kk;jh us mUgsa QSt cuk;k vkSj nqfu;k
blfy;s gh vkt mUgsa ;kn djrh gS fd mudh
'kk;jh esa bady़kc ds oks Loj utj vkrs gSaA
QSt vgen QSt dks ysdj dqN ckrphr ds ckn
MkW- ekyfodk gfjvkse us rdj़hcu ,d ?kaVs rd

yxkrkj QSt dh fy[kh gqbZ xtysa lqukbZaA
ekyfodk gfjvkse us jax iSjkgu dk [k ़q'kcw tqYQ
ygjkus dk uke]
ekSle&,&xqy gS rqEgkjs cke ij vkus dk uke]
fQj utj esa Qwy egds fny esa fQj 'kek,¡ tyha] 
fQj rlOoqj us fy;k ml ct~e esa tkus dk uke
dks viuh lqjhyh vkokt esa lqukdj dk;ZØe dh
'kq:vkr dh ftlls iwjh egfQy vius jax esa vk
xbZA

mlds ckn ge ds Bgjs vtuch brus enkjkrksa
ds ckn]
fQj cusaxs vk'uk fdruh eqykdk़rksa ds ckn]
Fks cgqr csnnZ yEgsa [k़Re&,&nnZ&,&b'd ़ ds
Fkha cgqr csegj lqcgsa esgjck¡ jkrksa ds ckn]
mu ls tks dgus x;s Fks QSt tk¡ lnd़k fd;s
vudgh gh jg xbZ oks cr lc ckrksa ds cknA
QSt dh ;kn esa vk;ksftr bl dk;ZØe esa MkW-
ekyfodk gfjvkse viuh 'kkunkj vkokt esa ,d
ds ckn ,d QSt dh dbZ 'kkunkj ut~esa lqukrh
jgha ftuesa ''kke&,&fQjkd ़ vc u iwN vkbZ
vkSj vk ds Vy xbZ]
fny Fkk fd fQj cgy x;k tk¡ Fkh fd fQj
l¡Hky xbZ]
ct~e&,&[k ़~;ky esa frjs gqLu dh 'kek ty xbZ]
nnZ dk pk¡n cq> x;k fgtz dh jkr <+y xbZ]
fny ls rks gj eksvk'eyk dj ds pys Fks lkQ
ge]
dgus esa mu ds lkeus ckr cny&cny xbZ]
vk[kf़j&,&'kc ds ge&lQj 'QSt' u tkus
D;k gq,]
jg xbZ fdl txg lck lqCg fd/kj fudy xbZ]

nksuksa tgk¡ rsjh eqgCcr esa gkj ds]
oks tk jgk gS dksbZ 'kc&,&xe xqtkj ds]
Hkwys ls eqLdqjk rks fn, Fks oks vkt QSt]
er iwN oyoys fny&,&ukdnkZdkj ds vkSj
fQj mlds ckn
d़kxt is d़ye rsjk #d&#d ds pyk gksxk] 
tc igys igy rqeus
[kr़ eq>dks fy[kk gksxk]
nks vtuch vk¡[ks tc vkil esa feyh gksaxh] 
dqN blus dgk gksxk dqN mlus dgk gksxk dks
Hkh MkW- ekyfodk gfjvkse us vius vankt esa
lqukdj iwjh egfQy dks >weus ij etcwj dj
fn;kA 
egfQy dks vius jax esa jaxus ds ckn MkW-
ekyfodk gfjvkse us vk[kfj़ esa gky gh esa ns'kHkj
esa ppkZ esa jgh QSt dh ut~e ykfte gS fd ge
Hkh ns[ksaxs lqukdj dk;ZØe esa ekStwn reke yksxksa
dks vius lkFk xquxqukus ij etcwj dj fn;k
vkSj ut~e [kR़e gksus ij tedj rkfy;k¡ cVksjhaA
QSt vgen QSt dh bl ut~e dks xkus ds ckn
iwjs lHkkxkj esa MkW- ekyfodk gfjvkse ds fy;s
yxkrkj 10 feuV rd rkfy;k¡ ctrh jghaA

QSt dh t;arh ij MkW- ekyfodk gfjvkse us cka/kk lek

tkfe;k ohfM;ks ij fÁ;adk cksyha] dksbZ dkjZokbZ ugha
gqbZ rks ljdkj dh uh;r ns'k ds lkeus vk tk,xh
u;h fnYyhA dkaxzsl egklfpo fç;adk xka/kh okMªk us jfookj dks ,d ohfM;ks
lk>k fd;k ftlesa iqfyl tkfe;k ds Nk=ksa ij dfFkr rkSj ij ykBhpktZ
djrh utj vk jgh gSA mUgksaus dgk fd vxj bl ij dksbZ dkjZokbZ ugha
gksrh gS rks ljdkj dh uh;r iwjh rjg ls ns'k ds lkeus vk tk,xhAmUgksaus
x`g ea=h vkSj fnYyh iqfyl ij ;g Þ>wB** cksyus dk Hkh vkjksi yxk;k fd
ykbczsjh ds Hkhrj tkfe;k ds Nk=ksa dh fiVkbZ ugha dh xbZ FkhA mUgksaus V~ohV
fd;k] Þnsf[k, fdl rjg fnYyh iqfyl ykbczsjh esa Nk=ksa dks va/kk/kqa/k ihV
jgh gSA ,d yM+dk fdrkc fn[kk jgk gS ysfdu iqfylokyk ykfB;ka pyk,
tk jgk gSAß mUgksaus dgk] Þx`g ea=h vkSj fnYyh iqfyl us >wB cksyk fd
mUgksaus ykbczsjh esa ?kqldj fdlh dks ugha ihVkAß fç;adk us dgk] Þtkfe;k ds
bl ohfM;ks dks ns[kus ds ckn vxj dksbZ dkjZokbZ ugha dh tkrh rks ljdkj
dh uh;r iwjh rjg ls ns'k ds lkeus vk tk,xhAß fo'ks"k iqfyl vk;qä
¼[kqfQ;k foHkkx½ çohj jatu us dgk fd ;g ohfM;ks iqfyl ds laKku esa
vk;k gS vkSj os tkjh tkap çfØ;k ds rgr bldh Hkh tkap djsaxsA bl 48
lsdsaM ds ohfM;ks esa vnZ~/klSfud cy vkSj iqfyl ds lkr ls vkB dehZ vksYM
jhfMax g‚y esa ços'k djrs vkSj Nk=ksa dks ykBh ls ihVrs gq, fn[k jgs gSaA

'khyk nhf{kr lQy jktusrk gh ugha]
dq'ky Á'kkld Hkh Fkha % lqHkk"k pksiM+k



5Follow us on Twitter

@editorcnpnCountry And politicsNEWS
17-23 Feb. 2020

Delhi/NCR ; Anthem Group
performed Bhoomi Pujan
today in the presence of pop-
ular singer Padmashree
Kailash Kher for Kingdom
Mall, Home and Apartments
at Raj Nagar Extension,
Ghaziabad. To mark the occa-
sion various activities were
organized with colorful per-
formance by dance troupe
entertained the audience pres-
ent there. Padmashri Kailash
Kher also performed his num-
bers and enthralled the guests
and other present there, mak-
ing it 'Teri Deewani' moment
for them. On this occasion,
Kailash Kher said, "I have
been associated with Anthem
group for a long time, as a
brand ambassador or I can say
as a family. Usually I don't
accept the association with
brands easily, but Prashank

and his team work with the
best diligence and dedication
and always want to impress
you with value for your
money. I am connected with
them and they haven't disap-
pointed me." As everyone is
knows, Rajnagar Extension is
one of the hottest hotspot
areas of Delhi/NCR and new
projects are initiating their
presence. The Kingdom Mall
is at the prime location of

Rajnagar Extension having
nearby access to City Forest,
Hindon Airport, metro and
rapid trains, hospitals,
schools, etc. Kingdom Mall is
itself a different lavish world
with 1 lac square feet and 9
floors that has 150 shops, 92
studio apartments with sepa-
rate entrance, lobby and lift,
Kids area, food courts, 3
restaurants, 2 multiplex and 1
banquet under a single roof.

Kingdom Mall is undoubtedly
the ideal choice.
On the occasion, Mr. Prashank
Bindal, MD, Anthem Group
said that “We have been asso-
ciated with Kailash Kher for a
long time and he is now part of
the family. Believing in the
concept of mixing dream
expectations into reality, the
group has every service to
deliver and market your home
to a wealth of local and inter-
national buyers and tenants.
You wish it and they make it.
What makes us more exciting
is that we have hundred of lux-
uries and entertainment vari-
ants in one place. The mall has
both national and international
brands of clothing boutiques,
electronics, cosmetics, jew-
ellery, restaurants and cafés,"
he added. "With over 100+
retailers and a wide sitting

capacity, the mall has every-
thing that is required for a bet-
ter society. What makes the
High Street Retail stand out is
its open parking area. We have
a double space basement with
1800 square meter green open
area in front, comprises to
park 250 cars to help people
have a hustle free parking
experience and avoiding other
issues like space issues and
towing," says Bindal
Prashank said, "We are cover-
ing the lower ground floor,
ground floor, 1st floor and 2nd
floor, with the necessities like
shopping complex, mini
stores, with astounding com-
forts, open up spaces for quick
bites that a mall should have.
Coming on to the 3rd, 4th &
5th floors, we have
Cineplexes with 3 screens
and food court.

New Delhi : A recent media
report in The Times of India,
dated 10thFebruary, 2020 and
titled ‘In MP, 4.5 lakh Swachh
toilets disappeared in Rs. 540 cr
scam”, has made random
extrapolations based on incom-
plete and unverified data. The
Department of Drinking Water
and Sanitation, Ministry of Jal
Shakti, would like to place on
record that this report, and other
newspaper articles that have
quoted this report, are factually
incorrect and misleading. 

The survey in question was
an informal and preliminary
data collection exercise by the
grassroots volunteers called
Swachhagrahis, to identify if
any gaps have been left on the
ground so as to ensure that no
one is left behind. Based on this
preliminary report, the State
Government initiated a formal
verification process through dis-
trict collectors. So far, about

46,365 of the “missing” SBM
toilets have been checked and it
has been found that only 649
(1.39%) were actually missing.
Under the SBM(G)’s ‘No One
Left Behind (NOLB)’ compo-
nent, these households will be
ensured access to toilets on pri-
ority. 

This ongoing verification
exercise by district collectors
prima facie indicates that the
entire report is exaggerated.
Meanwhile, to extrapolate a
“multi crore scam” from this
exercise is not only erroneous,
but seems to be biased and
intentionally misleading.

The SBM(G) has always
functioned to ensure maximum
accountability and transparency
in its implementation. All finan-
cial incentives in Madhya
Pradesh have been paid through
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)
over the past three years. Any
identified error is corrected on

Factually incorrect and misleading Media Report
on “Vanishing Toilets in Madhya Pradesh”

Kailash Kher bowled over Ghaziabad audience...

New Delhi : Inspired by a
conclave of the founders of
India's 40 leading  Facebook
groups, held inDelhi in
October 2019, for which
Sapna Khandelwal,  as
founder of Facebook
groupIndia SareeChallenge,
was invited, the book is  pow-
ered by Sleepwell Foundation.
Inthe words of Namita
Gautam, Chairperson,
Sleepwell Foundation, "The
book echoesthe Foundation's
ethos of uplifting society  by
tapping the inner strength of
thepeople". 

The launch of the book at
India International Center on
13thFebruary, was a stellar
event, attended by over 200
people and graced by public
ambassador and literary

heavyweight Ratan Kaul,
founder of the Delhi Literature
Festival, as Chief Guest.  "Iam
eagerly waiting for the transla-
tion of the book in Hindi and
other local languages," she
said. The book was inaugurat-
ed by Tripti Shinghal Somani,
founder of Womennovator, the
virtual incubator for facilitat-
ing innovative women across
the country. Addressing the
audience, she exhorted them,
"We all need to do our bit to

uplift society, especially by
supporting enterprise in
women". Many of the extraor-
dinary changemakers featured
in the book were also present
at the book launch and shared
the secrets of their success
with the spellbound audi-
ence."It is crucial for women
to prioritize their relationship
with themselves if they  want
torealise their potential," said
Dr. Shivangi Maletia of Queen
in the Making.  

Delhi : SHEconnects an All women
platform organised it's Monthly
Networking meet At WASME House
Noida recently. Curated by Mrs Anju
Handa SHEconnects work towards
Women Empowerment by providing
them various opportunities to recog-
nise their hidden potential and estab-
lish a niche for themselves in their
respective passion . 

In This Meet the various dignatries
were present and spoke and motivated
all the members Entrepreneurs present
at The meet .Dr Sandeep Marwah pres-
ident Marwah studios  and patron
SHEconnects speaking on the occasion
said that women are already empow-
ered and are  dedicated and sincere in
their work .They must follow their pas-
sion without any inhibition and reach
to your goal .He further motivated all
by saying that they are all lucky to be
born in capital city which is far better

equipped with all the infrastructure and
provide enough opportunities and
exposure to move ahead . Vijay
Prakash General Manager...business
development  from NSIC also were
present and spoke on the occasion.He
provided much needed information
and knowledge to all women
Entrepreneurs about the various
schemes available with the govt.for the
women entrepreneurs and also assured
his full support to the forum .Mrs Anju
Handa curator SHEconnect applauded

his assurance and thanked him for his
whole hearted support to her platform
SHEconnects. 

Sanjeev layak executive secretary
from WASME too spoke on the occa-
sion and encouraged and inspired each
women present their with his words
and assured his all time support in
every possible way . There are few
speakers too who charged the atmos-
phere with their motivational talks
.Dr.Mike berry from cistula tulip plc
on power of women through media and

emphasized the role of communication
in our lives . SHEconnects Mita
Choudhury spoken conscious
Empowerment , SHEconnects Shweta
Diwan from slimage  on Disease
Reversal through Diet and
nutrition,and Rashmi Ahuja on self
love.speaking on the occasion Mrs
Anju Handa curator SHEconnect
inspired each women by telling them
to trust in their own self ,identify their
passion and follow it diligently .She
further added that each women is born
with some talent and all women are
like bomb with so much energy packed
in them need a right platform to identi-
fy it and give a spark to explode .On
this meet she launched her third edition
of the book inspiring entrepreneurs
...journey from can I to I can . Already
she has published two editions of the
book covering real journey and strug-
gle of 39 women entrepreneurs .

The First-Ever Book in the World on the
astonishing power and reach on 

Women supporting women can create wonders: Anju Handa
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Delhi: Management Education and Research Institute
(MERI), Janakpuri, New Delhi in partnership with
National Human Resource Development Network con-
ducted HR Conclave on “Talent Management in the Era
of Industry 4.0” on February 15, 2020. The event,
organised by the Internal Quality Assurance Cell of the
college emphasised on the inexorable shift from digiti-
zation (Third Industrial Revolution) to innovation
(Fourth Industrial Revolution) and the challenges posed
to rediscover business strategies.

The programme commenced with its inaugural ses-
sion graced by the Chief Guest, Deepak Pahwa,
Chairman, Pahwa Group, Managing Director, Bry-Air
(Asia); Shri I.P. Aggarwal, President, MERI Group of
Institutions; Prof. Lalit Aggarwal, Vice President,
MERI Group of Institutions; S.K. Aggarwal, Chief
Finance Officer; Prof. A.K. Aggarwal, Dean; Dr. S.K.
Goel, Director- Coordination and other dignitaries. The
session consisted of the traditional lamp lighting ses-
sion by dignitaries, National Anthem, NHRDN- Code
of Conduct, followed by MERI- Code of Conduct. The
welcome address was presented by Prof. Lalit
Aggarwal, wherein he spoke about the emerging break-
through technology like robotics, artificial intelligence

and communication system. Furthermore, the inaugural
address was presented by Shri I.P. Aggarwal, emphasis-
ing on the transformation of organisational setup and
business environment. This was followed by the key
note address by Deepak Pahwa, highlighting the
dynamics of talent and technology and role of artificial
intelligence. The session concluded with a vote of
thanks by Prof. A.K. Aggarwal deliberating on the need
of microscopic view to sense changes posed by social,

mobile, analytics, cloud and securities.
The programme progressed with the first panel dis-

cussion on “Transformational Leadership in HR 4.0:
Issues, Challenges and Opportunities. The session was
moderated by Dr. Jatinder Singh, Director, PHDCCI
and the panellists included Ramesh K. Verma,
President- Delhi, VR/AR Association; Veer Sagar,
Chairman, Selectronic; and Mamta Wasan, Sr. VP-HR,
FIS. The second panel discussion on “Skills
Requirement to Embrace Data Driven Talent Economy”
was moderated by Dr. Sushil Chandra, scientist ‘G’,
INMAS, DRDO and the panellists included Col Rohit
Agarwal, Strategy & Plans, The Bird Group; Sumit
Duggal, Co-founder, Sign Catch Inc; and Anuj
Khanuja, Program Manager, Right Management. The
session commenced with a vote of thanks by Dr.
Deepshikha Kalra, Professor, MERI. The programme
commenced with students’ activity including a skit on
“Human Intelligence is Indispensable, Artificial
Intelligence, a Facilitator”, followed by research and
case study presentations. The programme, organised by
Prof. A.K. Aggarwal, Dean and Dr. Maitri Bhushan,
Associate Professor, MERI College was highly appreci-
ated by all attendees, guests and dignitaries.

New Delhi : The executive
summary ofIndia’s first
‘Compliance Review Report
2020’ was unveiled by Shri.
Anurag Singh Thakur,
Minister of State for Finance
and Corporate Affairs, Govt.
of India,at ANMI
11thInternational Convention
held in New Delhi today.
Shri. Anurag Singh Thakur
was the chief guest at this
convention.

The Compliance report
was initiated by Ministry of
Finance via SEBI, NSE, BSE,
MSEI together with ANMI for
fast-tracking the process of
Ease of Doing Business
(EoDB) in Capital Markets, as
envisaged by the Government

of India. Trading on stock
markets require market inter-
mediaries and participants to
fulfil a number of compliance
requirements. While new
compliances are framed as per
requirements, the old compli-
ances need to be suitably sub-
stituted or removed. The pur-
pose of the report is to ensure
ease of trading by reviewing
all compliance requirements

to tradein stock markets on
the basis of the four criterions,
namely: 1 Addressing
‘Outdated compliances’  2.
Addressing the problem of
‘Duplicate Compliances’ 3.
Getting clarity on
‘Conflicting Compliances’ 4.
‘Bringing Rationale to
Compliance’  Elaborating on
the objectives of the compli-
ance report, Mr. Vijay

Bhushan, President ANMI,
said:“This report marks the
beginning of rollout of a
series of reforms and is in
accordance with the vision of
Hon’ble Prime Minister to
bring about greater ease of
doing business which is now
being extended to the Capital
Markets. 

Review of compliances
will encourage participation
from Domestic and Global
investors to trade on Indian
Capital Markets. The reform
agenda should also include
providing a level playing field
to Indian Capital Markets by
way of optimizing the cost of
transactions in line with other
Global Financial Markets.”

Even as the entire Nation
mourns the sad loss of 40 of our
brothers in the heinous and das-
tardly attack in Pulwama on this
day last year, a couple of news
reports have mentioned non-
receipt of dues by the NoKs of
some of our martyrs.  We are
committed to the welfare of the
families of our martyrs. 

While no amount of assis-
tance can ever match up to the
supreme sacrifice made by the
martyrs for the cause of the
motherland, yet the Next-of-
Kins of each of the Pulwama
martyrs except one have
already been paid all financial
dues and benefits as applicable.
The assistance which is due to
the NoK of one of the martyrs is
held up as the case of legal heir
is sub-judice. All the families
are getting last pay drawn as
monthly pension. Over and
above , all of them have also

been paid the entire donations
contributed by various individ-
uals/organization through
CRPF as token of gratitude to
our martyrs. The total amount
paid to each of the martyr’s
NoKs range from Two Crore
Sixteen lakh rupees to Three
Crore Twenty Four  lakh rupees.
In addition, NoKs of 19 of the
Pulwama martyrs have been
allotted residential flats by
CREDAI- Confederation of
Real Estate Developers
Association of India. The rest
21 cases are under process.
Similarly, the Reliance
Foundation has transferred edu-
cational assistance to the
accounts of the NoKs of 27
martyrs based on their need. 5
cases out of the  requests
received, are also under active
consideration.  NoKs of 17 mar-
tyrs have been offered jobs by
different State Governments.  

Central Reserve Police Force
CRPF Committed to its Martyrs

MERI COLLEGE & NHRDN ORGANISE HR CONCLAVE

ANMI releases India’s first ‘Compliance Review Report 2020’
to enable Ease of Doing Business in Capital Markets 

New Delhi : The Bihar
Assembly polls later this year
should be fought on local
development issues and
restraint over language must
be maintained, Union minister
and LJP leader Ram Vilas
Paswan has said. The remarks
by the BJP ally assume signif-
icance as they come after a vit-
riolic Delhi Assembly polls
campaign in which some BJP
leaders were rapped by the
Election Commission for mak-
ing inflammatory speeches.

n an interview to PTI,
Paswan said the NDA alliance
in Bihar was intact and
expressed confidence that it
would form the government
with a two-thirds majority as
the Opposition was a "sunken
ship". "LJP (Lok Janshakti
Party) has strongly been with

the NDA. I have always said
only that animal dies on the
road who cannot decide
whether to go left or right. As
far as Nitish (Kumar) ji is con-
cerned, I don't think he will go
anywhere," he said when
asked about the state of the
NDA alliance in Bihar. In the
Delhi polls, winning and los-
ing aside, Kumar's JD(U) and
the LJP fought as part of the
NDA, he pointed out, assert-
ing that nobody would leave

for the opposition alliance in
Bihar. "What is there in the
Opposition. Lalu Yadav is in
jail, he is unwell, rest of the
parties are singing different
tunes. So who will go over to
the Opposition. It is not even a
sinking ship, it is one that has
already sunk. They are fight-
ing among themselves, NDA
is intact," the Union minister
for Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution said.

There is no challenge in
Bihar and the NDA will form
the government after getting
two-thirds majority in the
assembly polls, Paswan said.
On BJP leader and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah's
assertion that Kumar would
lead the NDA alliance in
Bihar, he said the LJP has no
objection to it. 

Restraint over language must be main-
tained in Bihar Assembly polls: Paswan
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Lucknow : Section 144 of
the Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC) has been imposed in
Uttar Pradesh's Gautam Budh
Nagar district for a period of
one month to maintain peace
during the Central Board of
Secondary Education
(CBSE) board exams for
Class 10 and 12. The decision
has been taken in view main-
taining law and order during
school examinations of UP,
CBSE and ICSE Board, Holi
festival, protests and demon-
strations by farmers and
other organisations, the
police said.

"The decision has been
taken to check anti-social
elements. It is difficult to
identify such elements
beforehand, and hence they
cannot be given a chance for
individual hearing,"
Additional Deputy

Commissioner of Police,
Law and Order, Ashutosh
Dwivedi said in a written

order.
The police have also

issued a slew of guidelines to
be followed during the period
when assembly of five or
more than five people will
remain barred in the district.
However, this restriction
would not apply on students

taking examinations, people
part of a funeral procession,
or a wedding group, or reli-

gious gathering, the order
stated.

Restrictions have also
been put on using loudspeak-
ers at loud volume without
permission from authorities.
"Shop owners should not rent
out loudspeakers to any per-
son unless they show permis-

sion documents.
Loudspeakers will not be
used before 6 am and after 10
pm," the order stated. The
police have also warned citi-
zens against gathering or
encouraging an assembly
near examination centres,
particularly within 200 yards,
and told them that loudspeak-
ers won't be allowed near
examination centres during
the period. Further, the police
have warned people against
using mud, or colours harm-
ful to human beings during
Holi festival next month.
"There will not be Holi bon-
fires on any new sites. The
rituals will take place only at
the traditional spots in the
district. Nobody will carry
out prayers or namaz at any
disputed property where
there has been no tradition of
prayers," the order stated.

New Delhi : Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) governor
Shaktikanta Das on Saturday
said momentum is gathering
pace on credit growth and
expressed hope that transmis-
sion of rate cuts will improve
further in the coming days.
His comments come against
the backdrop of concerns over
growth of the economy, which
has also registered spike in
inflation and slowdown in

industrial production.
Addressing the media after

RBI board meeting, which
was also addressed by finance
minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
Das said he does not agree that
rate cut transmission is
plateauing out  Transmission
of rate cuts is slowly and
steadily improving and it is
expected to improve further,
he said. "We do expect credit
growth to pick up in coming

months," Das said, adding that
momentum is gathering pace
on this front. On February 6,
the six member-Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
headed by Das, for the second
meeting in a row, kept repo
rate unchanged at 5.15 per
cent but maintained the
accommodative policy stance
which implies it was biased in
favour of cutting rate to boost
growth. 

Transmission of rate cuts to
improve further: RBI Governor

Section 144 in Noida for one month
in view of board exams, Holi festival

Agriculture credits
given by banks

closely monitored:
Sitharaman

New Delhi : inance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Saturday said the government
is monitoring farm credit
given by banks in rural areas,
adding that she expects to
meet the increased target of Rs
15 lakh crore for the next fis-
cal. The government in
Budget 2020-21 has raised the
farm loan disbursal target by
11 per cent to Rs 15 lakh crore
for the next fiscal and allocat-
ed Rs 1.6 lakh crore to imple-
ment various plans in agricul-
ture and allied sectors as it
chases the goal of doubling
farmers income by 2022.  The
government has allocated Rs
75,000 crore for the PM-
KISAN scheme for the next
fiscal, which is same as the
budget estimate for this fiscal
but higher than revised esti-
mate of Rs 54,370 crore.
"Credit limit has been expand-
ed. I am sure it is based on
local ground level require-
ment...we expect the demand
to grow and credit require-
ments to also meet up with it.

Ludhiana : A 'Prabhakar's Wax Museum' in
Ludhiana which grabbed headlines for all the
wrong reason, now has a statue of Arvind
Kejriwal, AAP senior leader and national
convener, who is all set to take oath as Delhi
chief minister for the third time today. Delhi
CM's statue was installed at the 'Prabhakar's
Wax Museum'. People were seen posing with
the statue.   In a near-repeat performance of
2015, the Kejriwal-led Aam Aadmi Party,
which was floated in November 2012,
retained power with a scintillating win in the
just-concluded Delhi Assembly polls, trounc-
ing its main rival BJP and completely deci-
mating the Congress in a keenly-watched bat-
tle that took place in the midst of anti-CAA
protests. This eerie wax statues from
Prabhakar's Wax Museum in Punjab also has
statues of more than 52 personalities, includ-
ing Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Sachin
Tendulkar, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Mother
Teresa, Michael Jackson, Barack Obama, and
Kapil Sharma. There is an beautiful story
behind this wax statue that made most people
who may have laughed at Prabhakar's two-

decade-long work do a double take. In 2000,
after artist Chandra Shekhar Prabhakar had
visited Madame Tussauds, after which he
aspired to open his own wax museum. In
2005, Prabhakar started his museum that now
houses over 52 famous personalities' statues,
with new additions every year.
Since many of these statues hardly looked
like the real-life personalities they were
meant to replicate, Twitterati came up with
creative captions at the man's work - via a
host of witty and biting comebacks. 

The wax museum in Ludhiana
now has Kejriwal statue
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Romanian Ambassador Radu Dobre who him-

self was a journalist, talked about the evolution

of journalism and persuaded the students to look

up to the international news updates. Renowned

journalist Narayanan Madhavan emphasized

about the importance of “Why' and 'How' rather

than concentrating on what, where and when.

He also said that journalism is not only about

PRACHAAR but also about VICHAAR. Film

critic, Komal Nahata emphasized on the fact that

there is no place for partial honesty and biasness

in the field of journalism. He restated on the

importance of education and that it never goes

waste. Professor Ashok Tandon added how jour-

nalism has evolved over years and the amount of

professional commitment one requires to pursue

it. The event culminated by felicitating all the

dignitaries with mementos and life time mem-

bership certificates.
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PHOTOGRAPHY: KEY TO JOURNALISM
On the first day of the, a pho tography exhibition was held at
Marwah Studios. Around 150 pictures of different genres were
displayed by the students of School of Still Photography.
A.E.G President, Dr. Sandeep Marwah along with the digni-
taries inaugurated the event by lighting the lamp. Ambassador
of Slovenia Marjan Cencen was highly impressed to witness
the student’s works. Ashok Tandon, Member of Prasar Bharti
discussed about three most crucial aspects known as three 'I' -
Inspiration, Influence and Impact. All these works were highly
appreciated by the guests.

8th Global
Festival of
Journalism

Noida
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There is something to learn from everyone
Noida : On the first day of

8th Global Festival of
Journalism, Noida 2020, a
workshop by renowned jour-
nalist Dinesh Gaur was con-
ducted in the premises of
Marwah Studios. 
He has been actively part of

several debates and is known

for sharing concrete analysis
on social issues. 
He reiterated that new jour-

nalists should play a crucial
role in rural journalism and
should take responsibility and
give their best in their respec-
tive specialised arenas. He
also emphasised on how each

and every person possesses a
unique quality and that we all
should learn from each other
and grow together. The event
concluded with him answering
the queries of the students and
receiving a memento for his
contribution in the field of
journalism.

8th Global Festival of Journalism Noida

LIGHT UP YOUR BRAND
The second day of 8th Global Journalism Festival, Noida

2020 witnessed the presence of Poonam Mahajan, a journal-

ist turned PR Professional. Poonam is the founder of Apex

Media Brand Creators. She claimed that a PR professional is

ten times smarter than a journalist. She discussed the promi-

nence of Public Relations in the field of Journalism and that

it is elemental in building a strong relationship between the

consumers and products. She further stressed on the concept

of citizen journalism. 

Citizen journalism gives opportunity to a layman to con-

struct remarkable difference in the so- ciety and enhances a

persons’ capability to find solutions to problems. She went

ahead and described the contribution of social media in the

field of PR as it has been integral in enhancing relationship

management, iden tifying brand threats and engaging influ-

encers. Social media is naturally fitted for public rela tions

and one of the many tools that businesses can use to protect

and promote their repute tions, asserted Poonam. This inter-

active session proved to be quite fruitful for the students.
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8th Global Festival of Journalism Noida

Delhi : The second day of the 8th
edition of Global Festival of
Journalism, Noida 2020 was carried
for- ward with the similar dy- namism
like that to its very first day. The festi-
val resumed with prestigious dignitaries
embellishing the seminar enti- tled,
‘How media shapes a democratic socie-
ty’. The dais consisted of President of
Asian Education Group, Dr. Sandeep
Marwah, Ambassador of Tunisia
Nejemeddine Lakhal, High
Commissioner of Papua New Guinea
Paulias Korni, Cultural Counsellor
from Egypt Embassy Mohd. Shoukr
Nada, IGT University Chancellor
Markandey Rai, in- ternational motiva-
tional speaker Paresh Rughani and sen-

ior journalists Ranjan Mukherjee and
Narendra Gupta. Following the lamp
lighting ceremony, A.E.G President Dr.
Sandeep Marwah addressed the stu-
dents by invigorating them that if they
aim to change the world then journal-
ism would be the best way to achieve it.
He further adde that media students
should have appropriate environment
and exposure and that how these festi-
vals are elemental in enriching them.
The event proceeded with the poster
release on the occasion of 9th anniver-
sary completion of the ‘World Radio
Day’. Tunisian Ambassador Ne- jemed-
dine Lakhal got nostal- gic while
remembering his fascination towards
filmmaking since his childhood. He

described that his acquaintance with
journalism happened when tourism
came his way. He emphasized that free-
dom of expression should never be-
come freedom of aggression. 
High Commissioner Paulias Korni

expressed his concerns regarding the
discrimination towards weak countries
as they are not usually portrayed in a bal-
anced manner globally. He affirmed the
budding journal- ists to follow ethics in
this field. Egyptian Cultural Counsellor
Shoukr Nada congratulated Marwah
Studios for organiz- ing this grand festi-
val. By re- ferring to the theme of the
seminar, he went on to de- scribe that
how media & democracy mutually
impact each other. The event progressed

with un- veiling of the in-house news
journal ‘PEHEL’, which was started five
years ago by Dr. Syed Nawaz Ahmad
and is being continued by the journal-
ism students under his stew- ardship. Dr.
Markandey Rai, who is an academician
drew attention to- wards the evolving
nature of journalism in this changing
world. He requoted Dr. Marwah’s say-
ing, “If your aim is to change the world,
then journalism is the strongest
weapon.” He included that the weapon
should be used sensitively to cure, not to
hurt. Chartered Accountant turned moti-
vational speaker Paresh Rughani was
extremely euphoric to be part of this
event. He exclaimed that Smile is a
curve that puts everything straight. 

Abide with Journalistic Ethics to Foster Democracy



What if you could walk
with E.T. for one night? What
if the stars fell across your
face? The ghoulish creatures
from your worst nightmare
cascade across a 16th century
cathedral and send you the
shivers? And buildings and
civilizations rise and fall on a
giant spectacular scale?
Painting with light has
become a THING.
Ginormous luminous installa-
tions have now been curated
as festivals of light around the
world. 

Designed to make even
your wildest imagination go
completely beserk. If the
Lord of the Rings series and
the Game of Thrones sit
inside your head, here’s your
chance to live those adven-
tures and make that your next
holiday. It isn’t just a vaca-
tion, it’s a fantasy.  Here are
the seven you must not miss.
Especially not our very own
home-grown festival of light
in New Delhi from the 20th to
the 23rd of March. A first for
India. Here’s our pick of the
show-stoppers to plug into
your calendar.

Harbin, China in

January, February: If you
thought ice castles were only
part of movies like Frozen,
you thought wrong. In a
province in north-eastern
China, every winter, they cel-
ebrate with ice and light.
They’ve turned the fabled
Chinese lantern into a new-
age spectacle. So enter the
festival of ice and snow and
be struck by a sky high castle
in pink and green and blue, lit
up to shine neon. Enter it and
discover that it’s all made of
ice. Enter Chinese pagodas,
all lit up and made of ice. Or
cross the Bering straits. Or
see a slippery, enchanted ver-
sion of the Niagara Falls.
When art is inspired by old
folk traditions and paper
lanterns fuse with new-age
ideas, you can only be
enchanted.

Singapore in March:

Light isn’t just about illumi-
nation. It’s about the shad-
ows. Now you see two faces
of people – giant cutouts dis-
playing time past in projec-
tions of shadows. Meanwhile
along the Singapore water-
front, a ghost ship glides past.
And you can walk through a
corridor of dunes that look
like bright porcupine quills.
That remind you at every step
– what would happen if we

lost our friendly hedgehogs? i
Light Singapore is all about
promoting sustainability.
Using energy efficient light,
building bridges to the past.
Painting with light to illumi-
nate the ideas of times gone
by, when we watched birds on
trees and told stories of them.
Go here for a bit of the future
that makes you nostalgic
about the past.

New Delhi in March: At
New Delhi’s Garden of Five
Senses, here’s a sixth. That
intangible but all important
need to connect. To be part of
that collective consciousness
that tells us we are not alone.
Emrg 2020 is about that inner
light that shines when we
come together in celebration
together. Now your feet will
trip over neon butterflies.
Now you will see the
Panchatantra stories light up
like the time your grandma
told them. A Soul Tree will
light up only as much as the
number of people hugging it.
Owls loom overhead like
watchful giants. Trees turn
purple with pleasure. You can
make your own lights dance.
Or sing. And you can lie on a
shiny blue sea, made of light.
Delhi at its dazzling best. It’s
a magical mystery tour like
nothing you’ve seen before.  

Sydney in May, June:

You may know of the lotus-
shaped Sydney opera house –
a series of brilliant white
shells on the harbor. Wat if
they mutated suddenly and
dramatically into a
stegosaurus – the dinosaur
with a shell-shaped back?
Vivid Sydney outdoes itself
each year. Now you see goril-
las flying across buildings.
Now the buildings are seized
by a series of fierce looking
snakes with charming aborig-
inal patterned backs. Are you
in the future or in the past?
Does it really matter when
you’re having this much fun?
Lights are not just lights.
Festivals are not just festi-
vals. Illumination is about
connecting. It’s a group thing.
It gives you soul. Go get
some!  

October in Berlin: In the
centre of Berlin’s Potsdamer
Platz, giant hands rose and
made the building shake.
Angels flew out of cathedrals
and the Konzerthauz col-
lapsed inwards in prisms of
pristine blue. Ghoulish white
faces tore out of buildings,
defacing them and neon

pedestrians accompanied you
on walks. Berlin has risen and
fallen, seen days of glory,
days of terror and now, peo-
ple thronged to this festival of
light to go back in time and
forth. Whatever you may say,
the Germans do really know
how to make your head spin.
This art is dramatic and daz-
zling.

November to January in

Amsterdam: There is a boy
in blue who walked across the
canal in Amsterdam mid-air,
on webs of light. You can see
him do it, if you go to the city
of dykes, the city of water and
come November, the city of

lights. Isn’t it romantic to be
gliding on a dark late on a
gondola by night and have
blue lotuses of light pop up
midstream? Or a submerged
car made of neon? They say
cities are full of lonely people
but here, immersed in these
young Amsterdam lights,
there are no strangers. You
lean across beams of light
into this spectacle, this col-
lective that holds people
together. Come here for this
unique futuristic commune.
Made energy efficient with
low intensity LEDs.

November in Baltimore:

When is the last time you

sailed paper boats on a lake?
Brilliant Baltimore lives up to
its name because it makes you
a child again while also tak-
ing you into the future. 

The paper boats are made
of light. They glow in the
dark, setting off a riot of
colours on the shiny black
waters. Along the bay, a fluo-
rescent octopus the size of a
house hovers around. People
hop around on discs of light.
Some installations are inter-
active. There’s a `waterlight
graffiti’ that asks you to spray
a drawing onto a wall and
watch it light up. Go paint
with light on water!
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Seven Spectacular Festivals of
Light You Must Not Miss This Year
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The Incredible India - Best Tourist Places in India To Explore Before You Die
Whether it be the history, beauty,

culture, food, diversity or anything
else, India simply can't be defined by
one. India is a buffet of all of these
places together existing in harmony.
There may be many best places to visit
in India but not all tops the chart for
being the best tourist places in India.
There's always one best of everything
that beats the existence of another by
miles. And we have covered those
miles by curating a 15 of the best
places that capture the diverse charm
of the country and secured an appella-
tion of India's best destinations that
definitely top the list of the best places
to visit in India. Let's Explore!

1. Undisturbed Wonders Of
Nature: Spiti Valley
No surprises here! Known for its

mystical topography, monasteries,
trekking routes, semi-frozen rivers and
lakes, Spiti Valley is a charming and
quaint place. Owing to all these things,
Spiti has become a popular destination
for nature-buffs, photographers, and
adventure enthusiasts. The best time to
explore Spiti valley is during summer
months of May and June, as they are
ideal for sightseeing and adventure
activities.

Best Caves: AJANTA AND ELLO-
RA CAVES
The Ajanta and Ellora caves in India

are astonishingly hand-carved into hill-
side rock in the middle of nowhere.
They are considered to be one of the
most important tourist destinations in
the world owing to the magnificent
paintings. This one of the best places to
visit in India spells magic with it's their
art and legends and the grandeur of the
place evokes a true sense of wonder in
every visitor who is lucky to visit the
place made up of entirely more than 30
caves together.

Best In Architecture: HAMPI
Ruins of the Vijaynagar Empire gave

birth to the UNESCO World Heritage
Site, Hampi. The ruins of Hampi are
listed as the Group of Monuments at
Hampi. The Vithala temple complex
has 56 musical pillars, which are con-
structed such that when stuck, each one
emits a unique musical tone. A true
marvel of archaeology and science in
synchronizing in such beautiful harmo-
ny. The Virupaksha temple is the main
center of pilgrimage at Hampi which
has three towers, which rise to a height
of 160 feet and are nine-tiered. They
date back to the first half of the fif-
teenth century which make them not
only the most secluded and grand ruins
of India but also one of the best tourist

places in India.
Best Gardens: SHALIMAR GAR-

DENS
The Mughal Garden in Srinagar

right on the banks of Dal lake is the
largest Mughal garden in Kashmir val-
ley built by Mughal Emperor Jahangir
in the year 1619 AD for his wife
Empress Nur Jahan and has an
unmatched beauty to any other garden
you would visit in the whole country.
This abode of love is an outstanding
example of Mughals in the field of
Horticulture. The place covers an enor-
mous area of 31 Acres and is an excel-
lent example of the Mughal architec-
ture as well. The garden is breathtak-
ingly beautiful and you could easily sit
there all day. For all scenic beauty
lovers, Kashmir is a paradise, and def-
initely one of the best tourist places in
India that you need to visit at least
once.

Best National Park: KANHA
TIGER RESERVE
India has so many national parks

enriching and highlighting the wildlife
of the country, but nothing beats the
fauna of Madhya Pradesh and one such
national park of Madhya Pradesh is the
Kanha Tiger Reserve which makes it
one of the best places in India to enjoy
wildlife. Madhya Pradesh is the perfect
jungle getaway for every nature lover.
The jungles of Madhya Pradesh stand
out because of their large sizes,
research institutions, conservation pro-
grams, numerous activities and the
huge quantity of wildlife found at the
place. Jungle safaris there is an
absolute thrill.

Best Street Shopping Market:
DELHI
Choosing this was definitely hard. It

could have been the Arpora Saturday
Night market in Goa or Baapu Bazaar
in Jaipur, but nothing still could beat
the charm of places such as Sarojini
Nagar, Janpath and Lajpat Nagar in
Delhi. We know you all love it and you
are never going to stop taking full
advantage of these places. Custom
rejected high-end brands are sold in
these market at just a meager price of
Rs. 250 to 300. All you need is the
patience and time to explore the mar-
kets for the best stuff. Whether it be
apparels, jewelry, footwear, sunglass-
es, bags, home decoration stuff blah
blah. Just don't forget to bargain!

Best Lake: JAMMU AND KASH-
MIR
No wonder, Kashmir is called the

paradise on Earth. The place has such
important and serene destinations
which once you visit, won't be able to
take away from your mind. They leave
such a strong impression on your mind
that stays forever. The Dal Lake in
Srinagar is for sure is a Jewel in the
crown of Kashmir. Another beauty is
Ladakh's Pangong Lake. These blue
water bodies surrounded by beautiful
snow-capped mountains sure one of
the top places to visit in India. It's one
India destination you should not miss.

The Dal lake even has a market in
itself. You'll find various flowers, fruits
and spice sellers on a boat in the mid-
dle of the lake. Another beauty of the
paradise on Earth making its place in
this best tourist places in India list.

Best Beaches: Goa
No surprises here indeed! No beach-

es in Goa are more hyped, full of ener-
gy, pumping and vibing than those in
Goa One of the top tourist India desti-
nations, Goa is amazing beautiful
beaches which give you the opportuni-
ty of doing more than just sitting in the
sand or swimming in the seawater.
There are shacks, pubs, beach bars,
adventure sports, seafood, karaoke,
music concerts, flea markets, right
there on the beach making it the best of
the destinations to visit in India. And if
you want quiet and peace, there are
beaches for that too making them one
of the best places to visit in India.
Best Food Walk: Chandni Chowk-

Delhi
No food walks are as famous as

those of Delhi! The Delhi Food walks
are rightly famous all over India. If you
are a crazy food lover, and not that of
the high-end 5-stars but the local street
food and quirky and weird varieties at

every nook and corner, then Delhi is
the right place for you. Street food
tours and sightseeing go hand in and
when you are in Delhi. You can't just
miss it. Whether it be Chole Bhature at
Sitaram, Parantha in Old Delhi,
Momos from Dolma Aunty, Chicken
tandoori at Karems or Maggie at North
University, you got to have it all!

10. Best Waterbodies: KERALA
No surprises here too! We all have

had the dream of visiting the backwa-
ters of Kerala and stay in the Shikara
houseboats. Just imagine the peace and
calm spending a day on the houseboat
could give. It could as well be called
the most relaxing destination in India.
A houseboat along the palm-fringed
Kerala backwaters with the lush green
landscape, diverse wildlife, and houses
and villages that line the backwaters
make for a hell of a journey. These
calm and peaceful waterbodies are a
must for any traveler to experience
once in their life if they are embarking
on the journey to the best tourist places
in India. 
Best Patriotic Vibe: WAGAH BOR-

DER
If you have been to the Wagah

Border, you know what I'm talking

about! The Wagah Border is one place
where your goosebumps get goose-
bumps (LITERALLY!). A ceremony is
performed every evening where gates
from both the sides i.e. India and
Pakistan is opened and a border cere-
mony is performed. Anyone from the
viewers can participate in holding the
Indian flag and running across the
path. The chanting of Jai Hind and
Vande Mataram is sure to bring you on
the edge of your emotions and make a
new kind of feeling run all inside you
that you never knew existed!

Best Spiritual Vibe: VARANASI 
One of the top spiritual places in

India, Varanasi is a city like no other.
We are sure that you wouldn't find any
place like this anywhere in the world.
One attendance to the evening aarti on
the banks of Ganga river and you'll go
into such a quiet zone of peace and
calm that you won't know what just
took over you. This mystical holy city
openly reveals its rituals along the
many riverside ghats, which are used
for everything from bathing to crema-
tion. Although quite dirty, but the place
is holy and an insight into the traditions
of India making it one of the best
places to visit in India. 



uhjt dqekj nqcs
fo'o dh lcls cM+h jktuhfrd

ikVhZ Hkktik ftruh rsth ls Hkkjrh;
jktuhfrd ifj–'; ij NkbZ Fkh
mruh rsth ls fleVrh Hkh tk jgh
gSA 2014 esa dsaæ dh lÙkk esa vkus ls
igys Hkktik ek= 7 jkT;ksa esa lÙkk
esa Fkh ysfdu ns'k esa eksnh ljdkj
cuus ds ckn ls Hkktik dk fot;
jFk bruh rsth ls nkSM+k fd ekpZ
2018 rd ns'k ds 21 jkT;ksa esa
Hkktik dh ljdkjsa cu x;ha vkSj ns'k
dh 70 çfr'kr vkcknh ij Hkktik
dk 'kklu Fkk ysfdu tYn gh
Hkktik ds gkFk ls jkT;ksa dh lÙkk
fQlyus yxh vkSj 2019 lekIr gksrs
gksrs Hkktik 'kkflr jkT;ksa dh la[;k
ek= 11 jg x;h blds vykok ikVhZ
fcgkj] uxkySaM] es?kky;] fetksje
vkSj flfDde dh xBca/ku ljdkjksa
esa NksVs HkkbZ dh Hkwfedk esa gSA
rfeyukMq esa Hkktik dk dksbZ

fo/kk;d ugha gS ysfdu ogka dh
lÙkk#<+ ikVhZ vUukæeqd Hkktik dh
lg;ksxh ikVhZ gSA vkt dh rkjh[k
esa ns[kk tk;s rks ek= 35 çfr'kr
vkcknh ij Hkktik dk 'kklu gS vkSj
,uMh, jkT;ksa dh ckr djsa rks ns'k
dh dqy 43 çfr'kr vkcknh ij
jk"Vªh; turkaf=d xBca/ku jkt dj
jgk gSA

pwd vkf[kj gks dgk¡ jgh gS \

ns[kk tk;s rks dsaæ esa Hkys ujsaæ
eksnh dk tyok dk;e gks ysfdu
jkT;ksa esa Hkktik rsth ls lÙkk ls
ckgj gksrh pyh tk jgh gSA ,d
le; Hkktik us jkT;ksa esa tks {k=i
[kM+s fd;s Fks mudk tyok Hkh Qhdk
iM+rk tk jgk gSA f'kojkt flag
pkSgku] M‚- jeu flag] j?kqcj nkl]
nsosaæ QM.kohl] olqa/kjk jkts tSls
uke iwoZ eq[;eaf=;ksa dh lwph esa

'kkfey gks pqds gSaA gSjr dh ckr gS
fd 2019 dk yksdlHkk pquko igys
ls T;knk lhVksa ls thrus ds ckotwn
Hkktik us ek= 7 eghuksa esa egkjk"Vª
vkSj >kj[kaM tSls jkT;ksa dh lÙkk
[kks nh gS rks gfj;k.kk esa mls
xBca/ku ljdkj cukus ij etcwj
gksuk iM+k vkSj fnYyh esa mldk
ouokl 20 o"kksaZ ls tkjh gSA 

dsaæ esa ç/kkuea=h ujsaæ eksnh dh
dSfcusV esa rhu ;k pkj eaf=;ksa dks
NksM+ nsa rks ckdh ea=h vius dke ds
tfj;s dksbZ çHkko NksM+ ikus esa foQy
jgs gSaA gk¡] dbZ eaf=;ksa us vius
cM+cksys c;kuksa ds pyrs t:j
lqf[kZ;ka gkfly dh gSaA vkt lcls
cM+k loky gS fd D;k Hkktik dks
flQZ eksnh uke dk lgkjk jg x;k
gS\ vkf[kj D;ksa Hkktik ds ikl
jkT;ksa esa fo'oluh; ukeksa dh deh
gks x;h gS fd pqukoksa esa eksnh ds uke
vkSj eksnh ds dke dk gh lgkjk ysuk
iM+ jgk gSA vkb, pyrs gSa FkksM+k
¶yS'k cSd esaA

2009 ls Hkktik dh lsgr dk
gky

o"kZ 2009 ds yksdlHkk pqukoksa esa
tc ns'k dh turk us jk"Vªh;
turkaf=d xBca/ku dh vksj ls
ç/kkuea=h in ds mEehnokj yky—
".k vkMok.kh ds usr̀Ro dks [kkfjt
dj fn;k Fkk rks Hkktik ,dne
fc[kj&lh x;h FkhA vkj,l,l ds
n[ky ds ckn egkjk"Vª ds ofj"B
ikVhZ usrk fufru xMdjh dks ikVhZ
dk jk"Vªh; v/;{k cuk rks fn;k x;k
Fkk ysfdu mUgsa fnYyh esa o"kksaZ ls tes
Hkktik usrkvksa dk lg;ksx ugha fey
jgk FkkA xMdjh us vius fglkc
vkSj la?k ds vk'khokZn ls Lora=
fu.kZ; ysus 'kq: fd;s vkSj ikVhZ dks
vkxs c<+kus dk ç;kl djrs jgs
ysfdu viuh ikVhZ ds usrkvksa dk
leFkZu mUgsa oSlk ugha fey jgk Fkk
tSlk pkfg, Fkk blds vykok
xMdjh dh nwljh eqf'dy ;g Fkh
fd ml le; ds lÙkk/kkjh ny Hkh
mUgsa xaHkhjrk ls ugha ysrs FksA
tSls&tSls 2014 dk yksdlHkk pquko
utnhd vk jgk Fkk oSls&oSls
xMdjh ij ncko c<+ jgk Fkk fd
ikVhZ dks eqf'dyksa ls fudkysa vkSj
Hkktik dks ,d l'kä foi{k dh
Hkwfedk esa ysdj vk;sa ysfdu ckr cu
ugha jgh FkhA blds vykok xMdjh
dh ml le; xqtjkr ds rRdkyhu
eq[;ea=h ujsaæ eksnh ls curh ugha
Fkh vkSj ;g ckr vkj,l,l ds fy,
Hkh cM+h eqf'dy cuh gqbZ FkhA lky
2013 dh 'kq#vkr esa fufru xMdjh
,d fookn esa Q¡ls vkSj Hkktik
v/;{k in ls mUgsa bLrhQk nsuk iM+
x;k vkSj ikVhZ dh deku jktukFk
flag ds gkFkksa esa okil vk x;hA 

2013 esa usr̀Ro vkSj ikVhZ us
idM+h j¶rkj

2013 esa tc xMdjh us ikVhZ dh
deku jktukFk flag dks lkSaih ml
le; Hkktik dh e/; çns'k]
NÙkhlx<+] dukZVd] xksok vkSj
xqtjkr esa ljdkj FkhA 2013 esa ebZ
esa tc dukZVd fo/kkulHkk ds pquko
gq, rks ckxh ;sfn;qjIik dh otg ls
Hkktik dks ,slk uqdlku gqvk fd
og jkT; dh lÙkk ls ckgj gks x;hA
;gh ugha fcgkj ds eq[;ea=h uhrh'k
dqekj 2013 esa gh ,uMh, ls ckgj

pys x;s vkSj fcgkj dh lÙkk esa
Hkktik dh Hkkxhnkjh [kRe gks x;hA
lky 2013 ds var esa e/; çns'k vkSj
NÙkhlx<+ esa Hkktik dh ljdkjsa
okil lÙkk esa ykSV vk;ha vkSj
jktLFkku esa Hkktik dh nks frgkbZ
cgqer okyh ljdkj cu x;hA
fnYyh fo/kkulHkk pqukoksa esa Hkh
Hkktik us vPNk çn'kZu fd;k ysfdu
ikVhZ cgqer ls ek= 3 lhVsa ihNs jg
x;h pw¡fd 2014 esa yksdlHkk pquko
gksus Fks vkSj Hkktik ujsaæ eksnh dks
viuk ç/kkuea=h in dk mEehnokj
?kksf"kr dj pqdh Fkh blfy,
tksM+rksM+ dj fdlh fookn esa ugha
Q¡luk pkgrh FkhA fygktk Hkktik
us fnYyh esa ljdkj ugha cukus dk
fu.kZ; fd;k vkSj 2014 ds yksdlHkk
pqukoksa dh rS;kjh 'kq: dj nh vkSj
eq[; eqík cuk;k eueksgu ljdkj ds
nkSjku uhfrxr f'kfFkyrk vkSj laçx
ljdkj ds dfFkr Hkz"Vkpkj dksA

Hkktik ds fot; jFk dh nkSM+
'kq:

ujsaæ eksnh us ns'k dks 'vPNs
fnuksa' ds lius fn[kk;s vkSj muds
xqtjkr ds fodkl e‚My dks ns[k
pqdh turk us iwjk Hkjkslk djrs gq,
Hkkjrh; turk ikVhZ dks yksdlHkk esa
cgqer ds fy, vko';d 272 ls 10
lhVsa T;knk ;kfu 282 lhVsa lkSai nhaA
rhu n'kdksa ckn fdlh ,d ikVhZ dks
Li"V cgqer feyk rks Hkkjr esa bls
u;k losjk ekuk x;kA dkaxzsl eqä
Hkkjr dk ukjk nsdj Hkktik dk
fot; jFk tks 2014 esa 'kq: gqvk og
ljiV ,slk nkSM+k fd Hkkjr ds
vf/kdrj HkwHkkx esa Hkxok jkt fn[kus
yxkA 2014 esa yksdlHkk pqukoksa esa
Hkktik us mÙkj vkSj if'pe Hkkjr
dh vf/kdrj yksdlHkk lhVksa ij
dCtk fd;k Fkk vkSj yksdlHkk ds
lkFk gh vka/kz çns'k] rsyaxkuk]
v#.kkpy çns'k] vksfM'kk vkSj
flfDde fo/kkulHkk ds Hkh pquko
djk;s x;s FksA 

bu jkT;ksa esa flQZ Hkktik dks
vka/kz esa lÙkk dk Lokn p[kus dks
feyk D;ksafd vka/kz esa ml le;
Hkktik rsyqxq ns'ke ikVhZ ds lkFk
pquko yM+ jgh Fkh vkSj ;g xBca/ku
ljdkj cukus esa lQy jgk FkkA o"kZ
2014 ls 'kq: gqbZ eksnh ygj us
Hkktik dks igys dsaæ dh lÙkk
fnykbZ mlds ckn 2014 esa gh
gfj;k.kk vkSj egkjk"Vª esa Hkh Hkktik
dk çn'kZu tksjnkj jgk vkSj og
ljdkj cukus esa lQy jghA
gfj;k.kk esa rks Hkktik us peRdkj
dj fn;k D;ksafd fiNyh fo/kkulHkk
esa tgka mldh la[;k flaxy fMftV
esa Fkh ogha 2014 ds yksdlHkk pqukoksa
esa mls 47 lhVksa ij thr gkfly gqbZ
FkhA

egkjk"Vª esa vius ne ij yM+h
Hkktik 122 lhVsa thrdj lÙkk ds
f'k[kj rd igq¡ph vkSj f'kolsuk dks
jkT; esa NksVs HkkbZ dh Hkwfedk
Lohdkj djuh iM+hA ;gh ugha blh
2014 esa Hkktik dk fot; jFk vkxs
c<+rs&c<+rs >kj[kaM vkSj fQj Hkkjr
ekrk dk eLrd dgs tkus okys
tEew&d'ehj Hkh igq¡pkA >kj[kaM esa
eq[;ea=h Hkktik dk cuk ysfdu
tEew&d'ehj esa Hkktik dks ihMhih
ds lkFk xBca/ku dj mieq[;ea=h
in ls larks"k djuk iM+kA 
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2014 ls 2020 rd ds pqukoksa esa Hkktik us D;k [kks;k vkSj D;k ik;k
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After the stupendous success of his last
release, Uri: The Surgical Strike, Vicky
Kaushal will be next seen in a horror
movie titled, Bhoot Part One: The
Haunted Ship. The actor who is known for
his stellar acting, recently opened up
about his strangest fear while promoting
his latest movie at an event.

The actor said that his "strangest" fear
is that he'll wake up one day and not know
how to act. "I have this fear, that one fine
day I'll get up and I won't know how to
act. I wonder what I will do. But I fear that
one day I'll go on set and for no logical
reason, I wouldn't know what to do after
action. I've this strange, imagined fear,"
Vicky told reporters. Vicky further said
the scariest thing about stardom is that it
can get into one's head. The Uri star said,
"Stardom gets scary when it goes into
your head and under your feet. When star-
dom gets in your head, a gap develops
between your feet and the ground... When
you wake up in the morning with your

mother scolding you, you become normal.
"I stay with my family, have some beauti-
ful set of friends who aren't from the
industry. They're proud of my journey and
for them I'm still the old Vicky Kaushal of
college," he further added. At the same
event, Vicky also revealed that he signed
Bhoot Part One: The Haunted Ship during

the release of Meghna Gulzar's Raazi.
The actor said, "The quest as an actor

is to keep exploring new territories, new
genres. Because of the times we are living
in, as an audience member, industry mem-
ber, we are in this beautiful bend that we
all are hungry for new content. He further
added, "We all are hungry to be surprised
as makers and audience. If we don't try
now then when? 

I am hungry for new stuff, keeping
aside my fears or likings, I want to explore
all that I can as an artiste." Speaking about
his upcoming Bollywood horror film, the
Karan Johar production revolves around a
couple, who gets stuck on an abandoned
ship lying static on a beach. The film is
slated to lock horns with Ayushmann
Khurrana's gay love story Shubh Mangal
Zyaada Savdhaan on February 21, 2020.
Besides Bhoot Part One: The Haunted
Ship, Vicky Kaushal's upcoming projects
include Sardar Uddham Singh, Takht and
a biopic on Sam Maneckshaw.

On February 15, the presti-
gious Filmfare Awards took
place in Guwahati, Assam for
the very first time and the
night turned out to be extra
special for team Gully Boy.
Yes, Zoya Akhtar's directorial
venture which tasted critical
and commercial success
swept away a total of 11
awards at the starry event.
The hip-hop drama won the
award for the Best Film
whereas Zoya took home the

award for Best Director. The
lead pair of the film, Ranveer
Singh and Alia Bhatt, were
also awarded top honours and
rightly so. Ranveer Singh,
who has been delivering hits
after hits, won the Best Actor
award for playing the role of
an aspiring street rapper from
the slums of Dharavi. Singh
was super thrilled about his
win also because he received
the trophy from Madhuri
Dixit Nene.

Former Indian cricketer
Yuvraj Singh has always been
considered as one of the finest
players in the world. The bats-
man has seen many ups and
downs in his career as well as
life. 

However, the one thing
which Yuvi didn't fail to do is
to inspire his fans. Yuvraj
Singh's life is a set of multiple
emotions. Right from being

raised by a single mother to
becoming a Cricket World
Cup hero and a cancer sur-
vivor, Yuvraj Singh has lived
life with a positive spirit. And
now, a biopic is to be made in
Bollywood on Yuvraj Singh's
career! A few days ago, the
sixer king was spotted with
celebrity manager Bunty
Sajdeh in the US in a video
clip. 

Filmfare Awards 2020 Winners
List: Ranveer Singh And Alia
Bhatt's Gully Boy Wins Big

Cricketer Yuvraj Singh's Biopic
To Be Made In Bollywood!

Vicky Kaushal Says His Strangest Fear Is He'll
Wake Up One Day And Not Know How To Act

Kartik Aaryan: I
Am Shah Rukh

Khan’s Huge Fan
On just can't talk about
romance without mentioning
Shah Rukh Khan's name.
Kartik Aaryan is no different!
The actor, who's gearing up
for his forthcoming release,
Love Aaj Kal, boasts about
superstar Shah Rukh Khan
and says he's elated to play a
romantic character in the film.
In his recent tete-a-tete with a
leading daily, Kartik said,
"I've grown up watching Shah
Rukh Khan's romantic films.
I'm his huge fan." "So, playing
a romantic hero was always
my dream. Now, for the first
time, I've got an opportunity to
portray, not one, but two dif-
ferent characters from two dif-
ferent eras, who are hard-core
romantic at heart. And the fact
that I got to do 'something dif-
ferent' in an Imtiaz Ali film -
who is known for creating a
magical yet relatable romantic
world. 

Meghalaya : marks the beginning of an
exciting journey of learning for approxi-
mately 60,000 young children in
Meghalaya. Sesame Workshop India, SBI
Life Insurance and SBI Foundation are set
to launch the ‘Learn, Play, Grow’ initiative
to strengthen the quality of early education
in 3,000 Anganwadis in the State. Early
experiences, in the years when brain growth
is most rapid, have a correlation to future
learning, behaviour and health.
Highlighting the opportunity presented by
this developmental stage, the Harvard
Centre for the Developing Child tells us
that a child’s brain makes 1 million new
neural connections per second in the early
years. Consequently, children deprived of
developmentally-appropriate stimulus and
learning can continue to lag behind their
more privileged peers. In India, the
Anganwadi network, under the aegis of
Integrated Child Development Services
(ICDS),is the primary provider of pre-
school services to children. The Anganwadi
network has made commendable strides in
contributing to child and maternal health,
early nutrition and awareness on immunisa-
tion. The network is now looking at
strengthening its ability to deliver high-
quality early education by focusing on
infrastructure and staff training. Challenges
to the Anganwadi network in the north-east
include the remoteness of the area and the
overall lack of community awareness of the
need for early education. According to the
Annual Status of Education Report(ASER)
2019, enrolment of 3 to 4-year olds in
Anganwadis in Meghalaya is as low as
23.9%. While some parents opt for private
pre-schools, training and infrastructure in
the low-budget pre-schools is also far from
adequate. Due to these challenges, learning
levels among young children have remained
low, with only one-fourth of first-graders in
Meghalaya being able to read at grade

level2. 10.9% are unable to recognise let-
ters2,a basic pre-reading skill. In a hearten-
ing initiativecalled ‘Learn. Play. Grow.’,
SBI Foundation, SBI Life Insurance and
Sesame Workshop India are now partnering
with the ICDS and local NGOsto bridge this
gap by supporting 3000 Anganwadiswith
high-quality educational content for chil-
dren and caregivers, capacity building and
teacher training, and resources thatempow-
er parents and caregivers withfun ways to
support a child’s educational development.
Speaking about the initiative, Hon’ble
Chief Minister of Meghalaya, Shri. Conrad
KongkalSangma says, “Young children
need stable relationships, care and continu-
ous access to education that will help them
build better lives and develop resilience.
High-quality education is the cornerstone of
success in life. We are committed to bring-
ing the best educational services to the chil-
dren of Meghalaya as this strengthens the
state.Anganwadis are places where children
are exposed to early education not just on
letters and numbers but life skills too.
Through this initiative of SBI Foundation,
we are happy to support measures that
ensure the continuum of education is main-
tained not just in schools but also when kids
are at home.” Nixon Joseph, President &
COO, SBI Foundation says, “We are com-
mitted to continuously work towards
expanding access to quality early childhood
education for children in the underserved
communities. This initiative will boost the
holistic growth and development of the
Children in Meghalaya.” AmanBhaiya,
Asst. Vice President and Program Head
adds,“We will ensure that the young minds
studying in the anganwadi centres will get
the best start in life. We are hopeful that
these children will progress through pri-
mary into secondary education and con-
tribute to the Indian growth story in the
future”

Helping Kids in Meghalaya
to Learn, Play and Grow
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